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Lawrence & Leonard Zillmer

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War I was celebrated last year.
This paper is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served
during the war.

The Zillmer twins, Lawrence and Leonard, were drafted into the Army at
Eau Claire Dec. 17, 1952. They lived in Augusta at the time.

After getting their uniforms and inoculations at Ft. Sheridan, they were
ordered to Ft. Riley, Kan. for 16 weeks of basic training. Both were in the 40th
platoon of the 10th Infantry Division and received training with .30 cal.
Enfield, .45 Cal. automatic pistol, M1 rifle, bazooka, flame thrower, grenades,
mortars and .30 cal. machine gun. They both qualified sharpshooter with the
M1 rifle.

Both signed up in the regular Army for three years before their basic
training was completed. Ft. Riley remained their home for the next six months
while they waited for transportation overseas.

March 30, 1953, both men were put into the transportation corps of the
10th infantry and began driving trucks within the division. April 13,1953, both
were promoted to private first class.

Finally the 10th Infantry was ordered to Ft. Lewis, Wash. where they
stayed for one month before boarding the USS Oharo, a small APA, for a 14
day trip to Korea. The Oharo made one stop en route to Korea and that was in
Japan. The men left ship in Tokyo where they spent two days before boarding
a train for Sasebo, where they again marched up the gangplank of the Oharo.

The ship was in Korean waters on July 27,1953 when the truce was signed
and the conflict was over. The next day they landed at Inchonand begana 7 1/
2 months period of service during which both men drove 6x6’s carrying
equipment, food, ammunition, personnel, weapons, diesel fuel, lumber and
gasoline.




Most of their driving was at night over narrow mountain roads. Wonju
Pass and Inchon Pass were bad and the risk of enemy attack was considerable
even though the truce had been signed, so all drivers carried loaded .30 cal,
carbines, especially when they were around Inchon. The 10th Infantry was
based at Wonju, but traveled to Seoul, Panmunjom, Bunker Hill area and north
of the 38th parallel.

The 10th Infantry was ordered to the US and boarded the US General
Gordon at Pusan March 7. The General Gordon was a larger ship and took only
one week to cross the Pacific Ocean to Seattle. Again, Leonard was put on KP
while Lawrence got off free.

The 3,500 men of the 10th were billeted at Ft. Lewis and the Zillmer twins
were sent via train to Ft. Sheridan, where on June 15, 1954, Lawrence and
Leonard Zillmer were separated from active duty. Both were private first and
both ‘were released-into-the ‘Amiy Transportation Reserve of tie Wiscoiisin *
Military District to complete eight years if service.

PR Both eamed the National Defense Service Medal, the Korean Service
Medal, the United Nations Service Medal and the Marksman Medal.
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The 3,500 men of the 10th were billeted at Ft. Lewis and the Zillmer twins were sent
via train to Ft. Sheridan, where on June 15, 1954, Lawrence and Leonard Zillmer were
separated from active duty. Both were private first and both were released into the Army
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