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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 



Peter Zemblowski joined the National Guard in 1937 in Chicago and was a member 
of the horsedrawn 122nd Field Artillery. He attended summer camp at Camp Grant near 
Rockford, Ill., and Camp McCoy in northern Wisconsin. On March 7, 1941, the 122nd was 
mobilized. 

Zemblowski, a buck sergeant, went to Camp Forrest, Tenn., where the 122nd was 
converted from horse-drawn to motorized. He was promoted to 1st sergeant the day before 
the unit went on maneuvers through Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas. It had 75 mm and 
105mm howitzers at that time. 

In the next year, the group was on cadre duty at Fort Leonard Wood, Camp Carson, 
Camp Blanding, (Florida), Fort Sill, Fort Ord and Fort Lewis. 

The 122nd was sent then to Oahu in the Territory of Hawaii where it stayed six 
months in the 13th Replacement Depot. After using 155 mm howitzer two weeks, the men 
were given 240mm howitzers which went with them to Leyte. 

On Oct. 22, 1944, two days after MacArthur waded ashore, the 543rd Field Artillery 
Battalion, to which Zemblowski had been transferred, went ashore at Dulag, Leyte, 
Philippine Islands. 

The 240 howitzers had a range of 17 miles, but they were extremely heavy. Each 
track on them was three feet wide. The roads on Leyte were not constructed for vehicles of 
such weight and size, so they were ruined by the big weapons. As a result, the 240s were 
fired in combat from only two locations. 

Zemblowski had his first attack of malaria Nov. 7, 1945. He was unconscious three 
days and has had recurrent attacks ever since. 

He left the Philippines Dec. 10, 1945, and went under the Golden Gate Bridge in San 
Francisco on Christmas Eve. After a few days at Camp Stoneman, he went to Camp McCoy 
where he was discharged Jan. 12, 1946 as a staff sergeant. 

Zemblowski qualified as a marksman with the .45-cal pistol and expert with the .30-
cal carbine rifle. He earned the Philippines Liberation Medal with one star, Asiatic Pacific 
with one star, American Theater, Good Conduct and the World War II Victory medals. 

He commanded the American Legion Post No. 102 during 1959-60 and served 10 
years on the firing squad and color guard. 
 


