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THOSE CoMplLEDB; — :
WHO SER VED HARRIS'DQQ':'B_MUN?

The 50th anniversary of the end
of World War II was celebrated last
year. This paper is continuing to re-
print articles about local people who
served during the war.

William L. Wenger was 15 years
old and living in Stanley, Wis. when
he enlisted in the 426 Infantry, 32rd
Div. of the Wis. National Guard and
served for 2 1/2 years.

On June 10, 1952, he enlisted in
the Marine Corps at Waukegan, IlL.
“This was thefirst of three enlistments.
The second was in California in 1954
and the third was in Memphis, Tenn.
in 1960.
; Wenger spent 12 weeks of boot
William L. Wenger training at the Marine Base, San Di-
ego; six weeks of combat training at Camp Pendleton, Calif. and 12 weeks at
ordinance school at Quantico, Va.

His first assignment was a two-year duty in the 1st Anti-Aircraft Artillery,
2nd Marine Div. at 20 Palms, California. He was then ordered to Paris Island,
S. Carolina where he served for two yeas as a drill instructor. His next
assignment was for three years asan instructor inspector in the 1st Amphibious
Co., 3d Marine Division at Gulfport, Mississippi. :




His helicopter mechanic training lasted five and a half moths at Jackson-
ville, Fla. (six weeks) and at Memphis, Tenn. (four Months) and was followed
by two years of service as a helicopter mechanic in the marine Air Group 26,
2d Marine Air Group (MAG) 23, 3d Marine Air Wing stationed on Okinawa..

Wenger served aboard many aircraft carried during this period. The
carriers were 800 ft. long and held two squadrons of helicopters (48); 14 to 16
choppers could take off at one time.

The carriers were: Thesis Bay, Boxer, Valley Forge, and the Prinston. He
also served aboard two LPHs (landing platform, helicopter); Guadalcanal and
the Okinawa. Theses ships were 400 feet long and held on one squadron of
helicopters (24). He never got into combat supporting infantry units while
aboard these ships. He served 14 months with MAG 24 and in May 1962, this
unit became the first helicopter squadron to serve in Viet Nam conflict. But
they did so as a shore-based unit.

A Battalion Landing Team is made up of four ships: one LPH (landing
platform helicopter), two LSD (landing ship dock) and one supply ship. The
infantry battalion was supported by 6-105mm. howitzers, 6-M48 tanks, 15-6x6
trucks and one squadron of 24 helicopters. This invasion force with Wenger
landed at DaNang.

The next three years were spent as a helicopter instructor in Memphis
followed by one year at New River. =

Wenger’s second tour of duty in Viet Nam began in 1966 where he
rejoined MAG 26, 2nd Marine Air Wing. He was promoted to Sergeant Major
and one hour later to 2nd Lieutenant. :

After receiving his commission, he was given eight weeks of helicopter
training and for the next year flew as the co-pilot on a H34 troop transport. The
flew medi-vac duty, which meant they circled above a battle at 5,000 feet
elevation (just out of ground fire range) and when an American was wounded
they would land, pick up the wounded, and transport them to an aid station at
Dong Ha, 10 miles south of the DMZ.

Four of the choppers he flew were shot down and he was badly wounded
twice. After his second wound he was declared unfit to fly and was returned to
the United States where he was trained for 16.weeks in missile ammunitionat

Redstone Arsenal. Huntsville, Ala. This was followed by two years of duty as -
an ordinance officer at Camp Geiger, North Carolina — next to Camp Lejune.
During this time he was promoted to 1st Lieutenant and Captain.

In 1968, Wenger was returned to Viet Nam for the third time. He served
as the ammunition supply officer for 13 months. The last two years of service
was as the missile-ammunition officer for the entire Pacific Theatre of
Operations. He was based at Camp Smith, 10 miles northwest of Pearl Harbor,
Oahu, Hawaiian Islands.

Capt. William Wenger was retired from active duty under medical
conditions on June 30, 1972 at Camp Smith. He eamed the Good Conduct
Medal of three stars; the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal (1956 skirmish in
Belgian Congo); National Defense Service Medal with 1 star; Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal; Meritorious Mast (saved a man’s life by pulling him out
of a burning helicopter); Purple Heart (2); Presidential Unit Citation; Navy
Commendation Medal w/v; Republic of Viet Nam (RVN) Armed Forces
Meritorious Unit Commendation; Gallantry Cross with Palms and Frame (the
highest medal given by the RVN); RVN Service Medal wisilver star, RVN
Campaign Medal w/60; Army Commendation Medal and Navy Commenda-
tion Medal w/gold star.
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The 50th anniversary of the end of World War Il was celebrated last year. This paper
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war.

William L. Wenger was 15 years old and living in Stanley, Wis. When he enlisted in
the 426 Infantry, 32rd Div. of the Wis. National Guard and served for 2 1/2 years.

OnJune 10, 1952, he enlisted in the Marine Corps at Waukegan, Ill. This was the first
of three enlistments. The second was in California in 1954 and the third was in Memphis,
Tenn. in 1960.

Wenger spent 12 weeks of boot training at the Marine Base, San Diego; six weeks of
combat training at Camp Pendleton, Calif. and 12 weeks at ordinance school at Quantico,
Va.

His first assignment was a two-year duty in the 1st Anti-Aircraft Artillery, 2nd Marine
Div. at 20 Palms, California. He was then ordered to Paris Island, S. Carolina where he
served for two years as a drill instructor. His next assignment was for three years as an
instructor inspector in the 1st Amphibious Co., 3d Marine Division at Gulfport, Mississippi.

His helicopter mechanic training lasted five and a half moths at Jacksonville, Fla.
(six weeks) and at Memphis, Tenn. (four Months) and was followed by two years of service
as a helicopter mechanic in the marine Air Group 26, 2d Marine Air Group (MAG) 23, 3rd
Marine Air Wing stationed on Okinawa.

Wenger served aboard many aircraft carried during this period. The carriers were
800 ft. long and held two squadrons of helicopters (48); 14 to 16 choppers could take off at
one time.

The carriers were: Thesis Bay, Boxer, Valley Forge, and the Prinston. He also served
aboard two LPHs (landing platform, helicopter); Guadalcanal and the Okinawa. These
ships were 400 feet long and held on one squadron of helicopters (24). He never got into
combat supporting infantry units while aboard these ships. He served 14 months with MAG
24 and in May 1962, this unit became the first helicopter squadron to serve in Viet Nam
conflict. But they did so as a shore-based unit.

A Battalion Landing Team is made up of four ships: one LPH (landing platform
helicopter), two LSD (landing ship dock) and one supply ship. The infantry battalion was
supported by 6-105mm. howitzers,6-M48 tanks, 15-6x6 trucks and one squadron of 24
helicopters. This invasion force with Wenger landed at DaNang.

The next three years were spent as a helicopter instructor in Memphis followed by
one year at New River.

Wenger's second tour of duty in Viet Nam began in 1966 where he rejoined MAG 26,
2nd Marine Air Wing. He was promoted to Sergeant Major and one hour later to 2nd
Lieutenant.



After receiving his commission, he was given eight weeks of helicopter training and
for the next year flew as the co-pilot on a H34 troop transport. The flew medi-vac duty,
which meant they circled above a battle at 5,000 feet elevation (just out of ground fire
range) and when an American was wounded they would land, pick up the wounded, and
transport them to an aid station at Dong Ha, 10 miles south of the DMZ.

Four of the choppers he flew were shot down and he was badly wounded twice.
After his second wound he was declared unfit to fly and was returned to the United States
where he was trained for 16 weeks in missile ammunition at Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville,
Ala. This was followed by two years of duty as an ordinance officer at Camp Geiger, North
Carolina - next to Camp Lejune. During this time he was promoted to 1st Lieutenant and
Captain.

In 1968, Wenger was returned to Viet Nam for the third time. He served as the
ammunition supply officer for 13 months. The last two years of service was as the missile-
ammunition officer for the entire Pacific Theatre of Operations. He was based at Camp
Smith, 10 miles northwest of Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaiian Islands.

Capt. William Wenger was retired from active duty under medical conditions on
June 30, 1972 at Camp Smith. He earned the Good Conduct Medal of three stars; the
Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal (1956 skirmish in Belgian Congo); National Defense
Service Medal with 1 star; Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; Meritorious Mast (saved a
man's life by pulling him out of a burning helicopter); Purple Heart (2); Presidential Unit
Citation; Navy Commendation Medal w/v; Republic of Viet Nam (RVN) Armed Forces
Meritorious Unit Commendation; Gallantry Cross with Palms and Frame (the highest medal
given by the RVN); RVN Service Medal w/silver star, RVN Campaign Medal w/60; Army
Commendation Medal and Navy Commendation Medal w/gold star.



