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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Vierck was drafted Oct. 7, 1942, and left Camp Grant, Rockford, Ill., to spend the 
first eight months at Camp Bowie, Texas for basic training and tank training. In June 1943, 
he joined the 745th Tank Battalion as a TSMG expert. His unit shipped out Aug. 20, 1943, 
from Camp Shanks, N.Y., on the Queen Elizabeth. Five days later, it was in Firth of Clyde at 
Greenock, Scotland. 



On June 6, 1944, the 745th left from Weymouth, England on LSTs for Omaha Beach, 
Normandy, France, and Company C landed on the second day. Company C received the 
first of three commendations for seizing the initial beachhead and clearing the town of 
Tour-en-Bessin. The company operated with the 26th Infantry Regiment through most of the 
war, and the second commendation was received for action near La Longueville, France, 
where the two units drove through the German flank guard and captured 1,100 prisoners. 
The third commendation came to the entire 745th for its relentless drive to the Rhine. 

Vierck fought in four major battles: Normandy, Rhineland, Central Europe and 
Ardennes, of which the Battle of the Bulge was the most difficult. During the Bulge, Vierck 
earned two Bronze Stars and the Purple Heart. 

He was wounded while at his regular assignment of driving a jeep for the company 
commander. This netted him a three-week stay in a hospital in London. When he returned 
to his unit, one of the first men he met was Walter Davis of Walworth. One hour later, Davis 
was wounded. 

Vierck was at Rothenburg, Germany, when the war ended, and he was discharged 
Oct. 31, 1945, as a T 4 at Camp Atterbury, Ind. 

His other awards include four overseas service bars, European, African, Middle East 
Theatres (with four bronze stars), Good Conduct Medal, pistol qualification and World War 
II Victory Medal. 

Vierck has served more than 30 years on the firing squad of the Ingalls-Koeppen 
American Legion Post No. 102. 
 



 


