
 

  



Russell H. Sweet 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This 
paper is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during 
the war. 

Russell Sweet was drafted July 31, 1944, at Racine, and he had his basic training at 
Camp Landing, Fla. After going home on leave, he was sent to a replacement group at 
Camp Kilmore, N.J. and was shipped overseas almost immdiately on the Queen Mary 
to Glasgow, Scotland. 

Sweet and his outfit were in England only a short time. On D-Day+12 they went 
aboard LST's (landing ships for tanks) for LeHavre, France. 

Once ashore, the replacement group dispersed its men, and he went to B Company, 
365th Infantry Battalion, 99th Division, 1st Army, with Gen. Eisenhower. 

His first combat was at St. Lo. The July 18 capture of St. Lo opened the way for the 
Allies to break out of Normandy and push across France. The 365th fought its way 
northeast into Belgium to the Ardennes Forest when the Germans, with three divisions cf 
seasoned soldiers, broke through the thin Allies lines. 

For five weeks the Battle of the Bulge raged before the Allies won back all of the lost 
ground. In this battle, Sweet lost much of his hearing from the concussion of shell bursts. 
He was sent to a general hospital in Paris for a week and to London for three weeks before 
returning to France on a B-26. 

Upon his return, he was attached to the 397th Troop Carrier Wing of the 7th Tactical 
Air Command (TAC). Henry Nieman was in the 439th Troop Carrier Wing of the 7th TAC, so 
at times the two men were within a block of each other but did no know it. 

Sweet hauled gasoline from near LeHavre and Paris to Mont St. Quanton, France, 
and later to Bad Kissingen, Germany. 

Shortly after the war ended, while Sweet was still in Europe, he re-enlisted three 
more years. On Dec. 3, 1945, he boarded a Victory ship at LeHavre which took the southern 
route through the Azores on its way to Camp Kilmore, N.J. 

He came home on a 30-day leave and then reported for duty at the Air Force base at 
Rantoul, Ill. He stayed there until he received his final discharge Jan. 22, 1947. Sweet was a 
sergeant at the time. 

Sweet was a qualified sharpshooter with the rifle and the tank destroyer. He also 
earned the European, North African, Middle Eastern (with two battle stars for the battles of 
Rhineland and Central Europe), American Theater and the World War II Victory medals. 

He was the commander of Post No. 102 during 1956-57, was sergeant in arms three 
years and served 18 years on the firing squad and color guard. 



 


