
 



Edgar L. Speiss 

 
Edgar Speiss was inducted into the U.S. Army on March 27, 1951, in Milwaukee and had six 

weeks of basic infantry training and eight weeks of combat engineering training at Ft.Leonard Wood, 
Mo. He was promoted to private first class at the end of these courses and returned home for two 
weeks leave before reporting to Ft. Lawton on Puget Sound, Seattle, Wash., where he spent 17 days 
waiting for transportation. 

Speiss was one of 5,000 soldiers who boarded the troop transport USS Breckenridge, and 
after 24 stormy days arrived at Yokohama, Japan. They were billeted at Camp Drake. By this time, 
the United Nation Forces had driven to the China border, so there was no need for combat 
engineers who build roads and bridges. The entire brigade was disbanded. 

Because he earned high grades in his examinations, Speiss was sent to Yokohama, where 
he spent one month in the postal clerk school after which he was sent to Taegh, Korea, via Puson, 
where he spent three months working in the postal department of the U.S. Army. This proved to be 
too boring, so he asked to be transferred to the front lines. 

There were two openings at the 2nd Infantry Division APO at Chorwon near Hill No. 1091. At 
Hill No. 1091 an entire regiment, except for 11 men, was wiped out. He stayed there for 14 months, 
most of which was spent at a forward unit within two miles of the outer perimeter. He handled all 
incoming and outgoing mail for the fighting men at the front. Speiss said he was very lucky, "There 
was no artillery fire or other combat that a fox hole couldn't take care of." 

The only times that he was in imminent danger was when "Charlie", a North Korean fighter 
plane pilot, made his weekly raid on the camp and would empty his machine guns there. "Charlie" 
was just having fun, though, and invariably he shot up the same tent. He 
came and disappeared so fast that no one ever was able to shoot at him. 

Speiss was once sent to Sasebo, Japan for 10 days of R&R. 
After 16 months in Korea, he rotated back to the states on the same route he had taken on 

his way to Korea: a truck ride to Puson, a boat to Yokohama where he boarded a troop transport, 
followed by 27 stormy days to Ft. Lawton, Wash. 

Four days were spent there processing his records before he was sent to Camp Carson, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., where he stayed for one week. His luck was still good. He requested and 
received 30 days of leave time so that he could be home for Christmas. The last two weeks of, 
active duty also were spent at Camp Carson. 

On Jan. 24, 1953, Speiss was separated from active duty. He had earned the Korean Service 
Medal with two bronze campaign stars, the United Nations Service Medal, and two overseas bars. 
He immediately was transferred to the inactive reserves and received his discharge five years later. 


