
 



 

  



Lowell N. Slinde 
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is re- 
printing articles about local people who served during the war. 

Lowell N. Slinde, from Woodstock, Ill. enlisted in the Navy April 30, 1943 and entered active 
duty May 7 at Chicago. After nine weeks of boot training at Great Lakes, Ill., on July 1 he went to 
Shoemaker, Calif. to await orders. Seaman first class Slinde went aboard the destroyer escort USS 
Wileman-DE 22 at San Diego July 23, 1943. 

The ship went to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on its shakedown cruise; joined the Pacific Fleet 
under Admiral Nimitz; and left immediately for the invasion of Makin Island and Tarawa of the 
Gilbert group of islands, just north of the equator. Makin Island, manned by 
1,200 Japanese, was invaded Nov. 20, 1943 by the 27th Division. Tawara, with its tiny airstrip and 
manned by 4,836 Japanese, was invaded by the 2nd Marine Division on Nov. 21. 

The fighting was terrible. Pill boxes were everywhere, and the coral reefs were almost 
impossible to navigate by the landing craft. 1,069 marines were killed and 2,050 wounded in 2 1/2 
days. The Japanese had little air power on Tarawa, but submarine activity was considerable, and 
escort carrier USS Liscomb Bay was sunk with a loss of 700 sailors. The Wileman lost a propeller 
when it hit a reef. This cut its speed to seven knots, which made it very vulnerable, but somehow it 
evaded all attacks. 

After Tawara was secured, the Wileman headed south for New Caledonia for rest and 
supplies Slinde crossed the International Date Line Sept. 9, now he crossed the equator. Four 
months later, the Wileman headed again for two more invasions. It still had not had its propeller 
replaced. The Marina group of islands were 2,300 miles northwest of the Gilbert Islands and were 
important because US bombers could reach Japan from there. The Marinas also were the 
crossroads of the Pacific. Guam was the most important island of the group and was held by 18,500 
of the enemy, Saipan held 30,000 combat Japanese, and Tinian had 4,500 Japanese. Saipan and 
Tinian had to be captured before Guam could be assaulted. Slinde and the Wileman took part in 
both invasions. 48,000 men of the 2nd and 4th Marine Divisions and 20,000 men of the 27th 
Infantry Division landed on Saipan June 15, 1944. 

The battle raged for three weeks. As on Makin and Tarawa, the Japanese refused to 
surrender and fought to the last man. The enemy forces were destroyed completely. 800 civilians, 
wives and children of government officials committee suicide by jumping off cliffs or blowing 
themselves up with explosives. It took only two days to capture Tinian after heavy combat. The Navy 
had many of its ships sunk and every ship around the Wileman was damaged, mostly from 
kamikaze (suicide) planes. But the crippled Wileman was almost unscathed. The American forces 
lost 2,441 killed and missing, and 11,465 wounded. The men of the USS Wileman received the 
Presidential Unit citation for the part they played in the invasion of Saipan. 

While on the DE, Slinde took examinations for the pharmacist mate rating. The chief 
pharmacist mate aboard the ship helped him and Slinde earned his hospital apprentice rating. He 
expected to attend the pharmacist mate school at Pearl Harbor when the Wileman was sent there 
to get its damaged propeller replaced. But his grades were so high on his examinations that when 



the Wileman stopped at Ulithi, Slinde was transferred to the USS Cascade-AD17, a destroyer 
tender on which he served in the sick bay. This was the last week in November, 1944, and the 
Cascade was preparing for an invasion. 

Okinawa was the bloodiest battle in which Slinde was involved. The defenders of Okinawa 
numbered 120,000 and were equipped with 500 75mm howitzers, 175 105mm guns, hundreds of 
230mm and 320mm mortars, and rockets in the 5 to 8 inch class. One 150mm rifle could reach 
27,000 yards. The American forces were made up of the 77th Division, 24th Army, 3rd Marine 
Corps,27th Division, 96th Division and the 5th Fleet of 318 combat vessels and 548,000 men under 
Admiral Spruance. 

Three American divisions advanced only 15,000 yards in 44 days. In all, it took 82 days to 
secure the island. Enemy casualties were 120,000 killed. US forces suffered 45,000 casualties in 
the Okinawa campaign, 30,000 on Okinawa itself. It should be noted the longer it takes to secure a 
land operation, the greater the naval losses will be. US carrier- based and land- based planes shot 
down 3,400 enemy planes and destroyed 800 on the ground while the US lost 1,000 of its planes. 
However, the Japanese put 5,000 kamikaze planes in the air; 250 allied ships were hit, mostly by 
kamikaze; 34 destroyers and destroyer escorts were sunk. Slinde counted 14 destroyers around the 
Cascade that were damaged to the extent they could not move through the water. The destroyers 
were extremely important because they were the first line of defense, the picket line, and always 
took the brunt of the attack. They played their part well at Okinawa as no ship larger than a 
destroyer was sunk. In all, the Navy suffered 3,958 casualties. 

August 5, 1945, an atomic bomb destroyed Hiroshima. Nagasaki had an atomic bomb 
dropped on it on Aug.9. The Japanese surrendered Aug. 15. By the time the peace treaty was signed 
aboard the battleship USS Missouri Sept. 2, Slinde and the USS Cascade were in Yokohama, Japan. 
Five days later, Slinde boarded an APA for San Jose. Twenty-eight days on the Pacific and a train ride 
to Great Lakes and on to Boston, Mass., and he was back working in the Fargo Building, medical 
division. He was there for only a short time before he was ordered to Dartmouth College, Hanover, 
N.H., where he served on the 
medical staff for the NROTC and V12 programs. 

Pharmacist mate third class Lowell Slinde was discharged at Great Lakes, Ill., March 19, 
1946. He earned the Presidential Unit citation, the Good Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Area 
Campaign with three battleship stars, the American Theatre Service and WWII Victory medals. 


