¢AROUND THE AREA

TH OSE ComPpILED By
WHO SER VED Harais ‘Doc’ BRAUN

In honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of World War 11, this paper is re-
printing articles aboutlocal people who
served during the war.

William Richard Sipes, only son
of William and Irene Sipes, was bom
March 10, 1922 in Woodstock, I1l., and
moved with his parents to Walworth
when 9 months old. He was graduated
from Walworth High School in 1940,
and entered Whitewater College in the
fall of 1942.

He enlisted in the Army Air
Corpsin September 1942 and was called
into service on his 21st birthday, 1943.
He received his wings and commission
k | as second lieutenant at Fredrick Army
Air Field, Okla., Jan. 1, 1944, and
further training at Casper, Wyo., and
o Lincoln, Neb. He left Morrison Field,

i v e West Palm Beach, Fla. for the Euro-
William Sipes (1922-1944)  pean Theater July 5, 1944.
, On his 11th mission with his
third plane, near Toulon, France, his plane was hit, crashed into the sea while
attempting to return to Corsica, and Sipes lost his life.

For bravery in action, he was awarded ribbons of decoration and the
Purple Heart. He is survived by his parents and a sister.

Lt. Falerios, one of the survivors of the crash, wrote the following to
Mr. and Mrs. Sipes: “When ‘Dutch’ gave orders to prepare for ditching — he
turned to me and with a smile said, ‘Don’t worry — we’ll make it okay.” I will
never forget those words, they instilled hope and confidence in me where
misery and dread were prevailing. Thatis the kind of a fellow Bill was—always
thinking about the rest of us, praising us when we did a good job, and going out
of his way to help us.

“When our number one and number two engines were shot out, it took
every ounce of Bill’s strength to hold the rudder, and it was his help thatenabled
us to go as far as we did. When the third and fourth engines went out, he was
able to relax, as there was no more torque.

“He did everything humanly possible to get us ready for the crash. If
ithad not been for Bill, none of us would have lived to tell the story. Billy Sipes
lost his own life doing his great part.”
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