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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 



Donald Sellgren was inducted into the Navy on Feb. 3, 1945, at the Naval Recruiting 
Station in Milwaukee and was sent to the Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, the same day. 

Six months earlier he passed the Eddy test which qualified him as a radio 
technician, cut his boot training to only four weeks, and gave him the rate 
of Seaman First Class on entry into the service. 

At the beginning of his fourth week of boot training, Sellgren became ill with scarlet 
fever. In six weeks his condition went from scarlet fever to pneumonia, to pleurisy and heart 
murmur. He spent one week in the intensive care unit and had 279 penicillin shots. 

Following his time in the hospital, Sellgren attended radio school at Herzel High 
School, Chicago. He spent four weeks in a class of 40 before requesting a transfer to the 
Pharmacist Mate School. Sellgren was ordered to the Hospital Corpsman school at 
Norfolk, Va., where he spent one week before being ordered to the Balboa Hospital, a Naval 
Hospital in San Diego, Calif., where he completed his training. 

Hospital Apprentice First Class Sellgren was in Boston, Mass., on VJ Day, Aug. 14, 
1945. He was on his way from San Diego to the U.S. Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Mass. He 
served as a hospital corpsman for 11 months and earned the rate of pharmacist mate third 
class in December 1945 while at Chelsea. 

Sellgren cared for many battle casualties that were brought home from the 
European theatre. The worst cases he saw came off the aircraft carrier, Wasp, which had 
taken many direct bomb hits. 

Pharmacist mate third class Sellgren was discharged from the Navy July 17, 1946 at 
the Navy Personnel Separation Center, Boston. He earned the American Theatre Service 
medal and the World War II victory medal. 


