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The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper is 
continuing to reprint articles about local people who 
served during the war. 

George Schiller enlisted in the Navy while still in Walworth High School. Ronald Frakes, 
Maurice Christenson and Schiller were the only students in the school to pass the examinations to 
enter the V-2 program. 

The three reported to the Plankinton Building, Milwaukee from Walworth and Fontana May 
7, 1943 for physical examinations. Schiller passed and was sent to the Naval Training Unit, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill. 

The accelerated education program was designed for college not high school students. 
Goerge lasted four months before he requested to leave the program. He was sent to the U.S. Naval 
Training Station, Great Lakes, Ill., for two months and completed a course in the machinist mate 
field at Naval Air Technology Training Center, Navy Pier, Chicago. 

He was credited for 21 weeks of attendance in that school. He took more examinations at 
Great Lakes before being ordered to the U.S .. Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas, where he 
trained as a crew member on a PBM (patrol bomber by Martin), a sea plane. 

He spent four months learning the plane and flying on patrols in the Gulf of Mexico. He 
earned a carburation specialist rating. German submarines sank several oil tankers just outside 
Aransas Pass, a ship channel at the entrance to Corpus Christi, so planes equipped with radar were 
in the area constantly hunting for the enemy. 

From Corpus Christi, Schiller was ordered to the Naval Air Station at Banana River (now 
called Cape Canaveral) where he had more extensive training as a flight engineer and more 
advanced air crew training. They patrolled farther into the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. He 
made flights to Cuba and the Panama Canal Zone for three months. 

After this tour of duty, Schiller was sent to the Naval Air Station, Whidbee Island, 
Washington, for six weeks of gunnery training, after which he a was ordered to the island of Saipan 
in the Marianas, which are about 1,600 miles east of the Philippine Islands. Guam is one of the 
Marianas. 

He was attached to Patrol Bombing Squadron 99 and headquarters Squadron (HedRon) of 
fleet Air Wing 8 (FAW 8). Schiller served here two I months flying routine air-sea rescue of planes 
that were forced down due to me- chanical or fuel problems. 

When the war ended Aug. 14, 1945, he flew to Alameda Naval Air Station in California to 
await discharge. While there he flew PBYs as well as PBMs. Lt. Robert Stack, movie star and 
national skeet champion for many years, was shooting clay pigeons on a skeetrange firing 12 gauge 
shot guns that were mounted in place on machine guns in the gun turrents taken from PBYs and 
PBMs. 

Aviation Machinest Mate Third Class George Schiller was discharged from the Navy May 20, 
1946 at Shoemaker Calif. He earned the Asiatic Pacific Campaign medal, the American Area 
Campaign Service medal and the WWII Victory medal. 


