
 



Adam Otto Schiller (1897-1971) 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper is 
continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Otto Schiller was born in Austria and came to the U.S. in 1908. When he was 20 years old, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Army Sept. 17, 1917 in Chicago. 

He trained at Camp Logan near Houston, Texas, where the 33rd 
"Golden Cross" division had been activated. 

He became a member of K Company, 131st Infantry regiment of the 33rd Division. He was 
an automatic rifleman and carried a Lewis automatic rifle throughout the war. He left the U.S. by 
ship from the New York City Port of Embarkation. 

The 33rd Division earned praise from every Allied command with which it was associated. 
Great Britain, Belgium, France and Italy expressed appreciation for the division's military 
achievements. General of the Armies, John J. Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary 
Forces, paid a soldier's tribute to the men of the 33rd in one sentence which capped a division -
commendation: "The 33rd Infantry Division was still advancing when hostilities ended with the 
Armistice." 

Military histories record the gallantry of the Illinoisans: successful campaigns at Chipilly 
Ridge and the Hamel Woods, climaxed by the gigantic Meuse-Argonne drive, nine awards of the 
medal of honor and 194 prisoners taken; and finally, the 33rd Division casualties of 887 men killed 
in action and 5,499 wounded during four months of combat. 

Schiller fought in three major battles: Verdun Sector, Argonne- Meuse and Troy-don-sus-
Meuse Sector. He was part of the Army of Occupation of Germany. He was discharged as a private 
first class at Mitchell Field, N.Y. Aug. 1, 1919. 

Otto came to Fontana, married, raised a family and was operating a garage when World War 
II began. His wife had died in Feb. of 1943 and when his son, George, decided to enlist Aug. 8, 1943, 
Otto enlisted at the same time. He had nothing to keep him at home and his country needed him. 

Schiller went into the Navy as a chief machinist mate, a chief petty officer in the CBs 
construction battalion. But he never served with the unit. Instead he went to Mare Island, San 
Francisco and joined the crew of the USS Jason ARH-1, a submarine tender. 

He remained on the Jason throughout the war. The subtender was based at Ulithi Island, 
300 miles southeast of Guam. While stationed on the Jason, he injured his back and was returned 
to the U.S. 

Adam O. Schiller was discharged as a chief machinist mate at Great Lakes Aug. 27, 1945. 
He received the WWI Victory Medal with three goldbattle stars, Army of Occupation  (Germany) 
medal, WWII Victory medal, Asiatic Pacific Campaign and the American Area Campaign Service 
medals. 

He was commander of the Ingalls-Koeppen Post 102 American Legion in 1946. 


