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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Robert Schaid enlisted July 31, 1943, when he was 17-years-old. Because of his age, 
he entered the Army specialized training program at Houghton, Mich., until his 18th birthday 
in November, 1943. Then, he was inducted into the Air Force at Fort Sheridan. 

He received his basic training for aviation cadets at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. Then, 
Schaid was ordered to the University of Missouri at Columbia for college training for 
aviation cadets, and he completed the course in May 1944. 



The cadet program was discontinued, so Schaid was sent to radio school at Scott 
Field, Bellevue, Ill. In February 1945, he was sent to Ardmore, Okla., for combat crew 
training and assigned to a B-17 crew scheduled for overseas duty. Eunice Voss joined him 
at Ardmore, and they were married. 

Due to the victory in Europe, on May 7, 1945, Schaid did not go overseas. Instead, he 
learned to be a radio instructor and was transferred to a B-29 school at Lincoln, Neb. After 
VJ Day, Aug. 14, 1945, he was ordered to Truax Field, Madison, Wis., where he worked in the 
personnel records section. 

He was also sent back to Scott Field to work as a personnel clerk before being 
discharged April 4, 1946, at Camp McCoy, Wis. He was a sergeant at the time, and the Army 
classified him as a radio operator and a gunner. 

Schaid qualified as a marksman with the carbine and the .45-cal. pistol. He earned 
the American Theater and Good Conduct medals. He was the commander of Post No. 102 
for the 1960-61 term, and he served more than 20 years on the color guard and firing 
squad. 


