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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War
II, this paper is reprinting articles about local
people who served during the war.

Merlin Romenesko enlisted from Kaukauna,
Wis., into the U.S. Air Force for four years June
23, 1951. He began his basic training in July as
an airman at Lackland Air Force Base, San
Antonio, Texas.

After 12 weeks of basics, Romenesko reported
to Biloxi Air Force Base Sept. 21, 1951, for six
months of electronics armament training. He
completed the course Feb. 15, 1952 and entered
officers’ candidate school (OCS) at Lakeland
AFB March 31, 1952.

On Sept. 11, 1952, the end of the OCS, he was
separated from the enlisted ranks as a staff
sergeant and promoted to second lieutenant.

: o : 0 He continued to serve three-months at Lack-
; ome ~ land as a training officer before being sent to .

Meiin AR pa Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, for an additional
three months (November 1952 to February 1953) of armament training. At
the end of the training, he joined the 97th Armament and Electronics
Squadron at Biggs AFB, El Paso, Texas, servicing the B-50s.

The Korean War ended in July 1953. The Air Force no longer needed all the
officers, so they were given the option of completing their enlistment or being
discharged from the service. Romenesko was discharged Sept. 1, 1953, as a
2nd lieutenant.

He served in the Air Force Reserves the next six years. In 1955, he was
promoted to 1st lieutenant.
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