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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles about local people 
who served during the war. 

Raymond Lester Robinson was born in Fontana, Sept. 17, 1921, the son of Raymond and Minnie 
Robinson. After graduating from Walworth High School, he attended Janesville Vocational School, and in the 
summer of 1942, he took a course in navigation at Yerkes Observatory, Williams Bay. 

On his 21st birthday, he entered the army. After basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he was 
transferred to the Army Air Corps, and entered the Southern Air School, at 
Camden, South Carolina. 

He received his silver wings in the fall of 1943 at Turner Field, Albany Georgia, with the rank of 2nd 
lieutenant. 

On test flight off the coast of Florida, Feb. 26, 1944, he was lost at sea along with nine other members 
of the crew aboard a B-24 bomber which failed to return to its base at Savannah, Georgia. 

On Feb. 25, 1945, a memorial service was dedicated to his memory. The Fontana Community Church 
was filled with relatives and friends who attended the first anniversary service for this popular young Fontana 
man. 

Survivors are his parents and a brother, Earl, who also served his country. 



 

 
 


