
 



 

Leonard R. Robinson 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Leonard Robinson was inducted into the Army Aug. 4, 1942 in Milwaukee and began 
active duty Aug. 18 at Ft. Sheridan, Ill. He had 12 weeks of basic gunnery training at Camp 
Wallace, Texas. 



His next training was in automatic weapons, specifically 40 mm anti-aircraft and 
anti-artillery guns at Camp Hullen, Texas. He became a lateral pointer on a Boffer gun in a 
company of eight gun crews. 

Robinson joined the 640th AAA battalion at Taunton, Mass. and departed April 29, 
1943 from New York on an old German freighter that was converted into a troop ship. 

The 630th served with the 36th Division. May 12 they arrived at Gibralter where they 
laid over for two days before landing somewhere between Algiers and Oran in Algeria. They 
were bombed the first night ashore by the German air force. The 40mm guns did not come 
with the men, so Robinson and the 630th fought their way across North Africa as foot 
soldiers. 

When the fighting subsided, Robinson spent one month guarding German and 
Italian prisoners. He also helped take a load of 7,000 prisoners from Africa to Glasgow, 
Scotland aboard the USS John Erickson. The guards returned to Oran from Mugull, outside 
Liverpool, on the Lienster, a British ship. 

Later the 630th was aboard another ship headed for Europe. At3 a.m. Sept. 19, 
1943, Robinson and his buddies left the troop transport for the invasion of Italy under Gen. 
Mark Clark. They were supposed to land at Sicily, but a German Panzer division was 
attempting to escape the Allied forces and return to Germany, so the orders were changed 
and the 630th AAA battalion landed near Salerno to stop the enemy unit. 

The 630th finally received its 40mm guns and went into action immediately. The 
Panzers had too much of a head start and the main body escaped before the trap could be 
developed, but many were eliminated. 

The 36th Division went around Naples toward Cassino (San Pietro). It was near 
Cassino, on Dec. 14, 1943, that Robinson was wounded. A German fighter plane machine-
gunned the 40 mm anti-aircraft weapon and a ricocheting bullet hit him in the right thigh. 
Robinson spent 12 hours at the 94th Evacuation Hospital, where he had surgery. 

When he became conscious, he found the surgeon had taped the bullet to his chest. 
He was sent to the 17th General Hospital at Naples via the "mercy special" train and then 
via the British hospital ship Santa Rosa to the 46th General Hospital at Oran. 

Robinson had to learn to walk again, and while accomplishing this, the Army sent 
him to a cook and baker school for three weeks. He was returned to a rehabilitation camp 
at Connastel, near Naples, Italy and then to the 7th Replacement Depot, which assigned 
him to the 1185th Engineers, which put him on detached service to the 591st Engineers. 
The 591st sent him to stock clerk school. This qualified him to work on the docks with the 
longshoremen. He was responsible for checking everything coming out of the hold of 
transport ships against invoices, and then seeing to it that the supplies were forwarded to 
the proper destinations. Between the longshoremen and the merchant marine crews, 
Robinson had to contend with 11 different languages. 



The 591st Engineers were ordered to France where they saw action, but Robinson 
and 18 other ex-casualties joined the 6563rd air base squadron at Marchanase air base, 
nine miles north of Naples. He was put in charge of the motor pool for nine months and 
supervised the use and repair of 40 motor vehicles. 

By the end of August, Robinson had enough points to return home, so he was 
returned to the 7th replacement. While there he met Frank Giles of Walworth. 

Robinson left Italy Sept. 25, 1945 and arrived in New York Oct. 5. Ten days later, at 
the separation center at Camp Grant, Ill., private first class Robinson was discharged. He 
had spent two years, five months overseas and received the European-African-Middle 
Eastern theatre medal with three battle stars (Tunisia, Naples-Foggia, and Rome-Arno), the 
Bronze Service Arrowhead, one service stripe, four overseas service bars, the Good 
Conduct Medal, the Purple Heart, the Meritorious Unit Award and the Cross of Malta. 

Robinson has 40 continuous years of membership in Post 2373, VFW Williams Bay, 
(as of 1984), and over 30 years membership in Ingalls Koeppen Post 102 American Legion. 


