AROUND THE AREA

THOSE CoMPILED By \
WHO SERVED  tusws Do raun

In honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of World War 11, this paper is re-
printing articlesabout local people who
served during the war.

Ronald Recob was inducted into
the U.S. Army May 11, 1943 and en-
tered active duty May 18 with Edward
Baars. They spentone week atFt. Sheri-
dan before being sent to Camp Stewart,
Ga. for 12 weeks of basic infantry train-
ing and 16 weeks of advanced auto-
matic weapons training. They trained
with the M1 rifle, 50 cal. machine guns
and 40 mm anti-tank and anti-aircraft
weapons. At this time Ed Baars and he
were separated.

Recobwassenttothe 791stAAA

Automatic Weapons Battalion. In No-

Ronald Recob vember, 1943, the 791st AAA was sent
to Camp Pickett, VA. a staging area for units going to Europe. But they were
not needed as yet, so after going home for Christmas, they returned to Camp
Pickett where they went on maneuvers and had additional advanced training.

July 3, 1944 the 791st left from Camp Miles Standish, Boston, Mass.
on a troopship that held 4,000 troops. They landed at Liverpool and were taken
to Stoke-on-Trent, about 35 miles southeast of Liverpool, where they staged
for five weeks before embarking at Southampton for Omaha Beach on the
coast of Normandy in northern France.

The first landing on Normandy took place June 6, 1944. The front line
now was40 miles away andittook a week for the 791st to get there. They joined
the 9th Army and went into action immediately. Recob was a corporal and was
in charge of the 40 mm gun crew. There were 14 men in the unit and they

- operated four 50 cal. machine guns and one 40 mm anti-aircraft-anti-tank gun.
It took 10 men to operate the 40 mm. Each man also was armed with a .30 cal
M1 rifle.

A few weeks after going into action the sergeant in charge of the unit
developed trench foot! a fungus infection and had to be evacuated. Recob was
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unit. |
The 791st AAA was on the line for 2 1/2 months before being pulled
back. They had fought their way from near Rouen to LeMans. During the three |
weeks they were off the front lines, they were bivouacked at Rennes, where |
they guarded German prisoners of war. The Battle of the Bulge began Dec. 16, |
the day the 791st pulled off the line, and lasted 23 days, so when the 791st went
back on the line the German armies were retreating.

So the 791st had a race with the enemy to see who could get to
Germany first. It really was not this simple, there was still a lot of fighting, but
not at the horrible pitch as in the early days. The Germans were well trained,
disciplined soldiers who would follow orders regardless of the sacrifice. It took
two months for the 791st to fight its way to Strasbourg in Alsace, on the border
of Germany where they again were withdrawn from combat.

Between then and VJ Day, August 14, 1945, they trained for combat
inthe Pacific but never were sent. Instead they stayed atLaHavre, where Recob
did the paperwork for those who had enough service points to return home. He
did manage a three days pass to Paris once.

January 3, 1946 the 791st AAA left LaHavre on a Liberty ship and
after 16 days on very stormy seas, landed at New York City. All 300 men
aboard were terribly seasick and Recob was no exception. He hated milk, but
when he got ashore he drank a quart of it with 20 doughnuts and his seasickness
was over.

Sgt. Ronald Recob was separated from active duty at Ft. Sheridan
January 25, 1946. He had eamed the American Theater Service Medal, Expert
Rifleman (M1) Medal, the European African, Middle Eastern Theatre Medal
with one battle star (Northern France), the Good Conduct Medal, three
overseas bars and WWII Victory medal.

Recob had three months leave coming so he was not discharged until
March 25, 1946. ‘



Ronald Recob

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War |1, this paper is reprinting articles about local
people whoserved during the war.

Ronald Recob was inducted into the U.S. Army May 11, 1943 and entered active
duty May 18 with Edward Baars. They spent one week at Ft. Sheridan before being sent to
Camp Stewart, Ga. for 12 weeks of basic infantry training and 16 weeks of advanced
automatic weapons training. They trained with the M1 rifle, 50 cal. machine guns and 40
mm anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons. At this time Ed Baars and he were separated.

Recob was sent to the 791st AAA Automatic Weapons Battalion. In November, 1943,
the 791st AAA was sent to Camp Pickett, VA. a staging area for units going to Europe. But
they were not needed as yet, so after going home for Christmas, they returned to Camp
Pickett where they went on maneuvers and had additional advanced training.

July 3, 1944 the 791st left from Camp Miles Standish, Boston, Mass. on a troopship
that held 4,000 troops. They landed at Liverpool and were taken to Stoke-on-Trent, about 35
miles southeast of Liverpool, where they staged for five weeks before embarking at
Southampton for Omaha Beach on the coast of Normandy in northern France.

The first landing on Normandy took place June 6, 1944. The front line now was 40
miles away and it took a week for the 791st to get there. They joined the 9th Army and went
into action immediately. Recob was a corporal and was in charge of the 40 mm gun crew.
There were 14 men in the unit and they operated four 50 cal. machine guns and one 40 mm
anti-aircraft-anti-tank gun. It took 10 men to operate the 40 mm. Each man also was armed
with a .30 cal M1 rifle.

A few weeks after going into action the sergeant in charge of the unit developed
trench foot, a fungus infection and had to be evacuated. Recob was promoted to sergeant
in the field and was responsible for the operation of the unit.

The 791st AAA was on the line for 2 1/2 months before being pulled back. They had
fought their way from near Rouen to LeMans. During the three weeks they were off the front
lines, they were bivouacked at Rennes, where they guarded German prisoners of war. The
Battle of the Bulge began Dec. 16, the day the 791st pulled off the line, and lasted 23 days,
so when the 791st went back on the line the German armies were retreating.

So the 791st had a race with the enemy to see who could get to Germany first. It
really was not this simple, there was still a lot of fighting, but not at the horrible pitch asin
the early days. The Germans were well trained, disciplined soldiers who would follow
orders regardless of the sacrifice. It took two months for the 791st to fight its way to
Strasbourg in Alsace, on the border of Germany where they again were withdrawn from
combat.



Between then and VJ Day, August 14, 1945, they trained for combat in the Pacific but
never were sent. Instead they stayed at LaHavre, where Recob did the paperwork for those
who had enough service points to return home. He did manage a three days pass to Paris
once.

January 3, 1946 the 791st AAA left LaHavre on a Liberty ship and after 16 days on
very stormy seas, landed at New York City. All 300 men aboard were terribly seasick and
Recob was no exception. He hated milk, but when he got ashore he drank a quart of it with
20 doughnuts and his seasickness was over.

Sgt. Ronald Recob was separated from active duty at Ft. Sheridan January 25, 1946.
He had earned the American Theater Service Medal, Expert Rifleman (M1) Medal, the
European African, Middle Eastern Theatre Medal with one battle star (Northern France), the
Good Conduct Medal, three overseas bars and WWII Victory medal.

Recob had three months leave coming so he was not discharged until March 25,
1946.



