
 



Duane Recob 
Duane Recob left Walworth March 27, 1951 for Milwaukee and then on to Ft. 

Sheridan, Ill., from which he was sent to Camp Gordon, Augusta, Ga. For eight weeks of 
basic training followed by 10 weeks at a cryptographic technician school, where he learned 
the intricacies of coding and decoding machines. He earned his private first 
class rating upon graduation. 

In September, 1951 he boarded the troop transport USS Phoenix at Seattle, Wash. 
and 14 days later, after a two days stop at Sasebo, Japan, landed at Puson, South Korea. It 
was a long, tiresome train ride from Puson to Wejongbu in central Korea, where Recob 
joined the Radio and Message Center Company of the 51st Signal Batallion attached to I 
Corps. 
 

In the 14 months he served in Korea; Recob spent most of his time at home base of 
the 51st Signal Batallion, but on three occasions he was put on temporary detached duty 
with a South Korean Army unit in the field, usually within two miles of the outer perimeter in 
the area between Chorwon and Seoul. There usually were 10 Americans in the party radio 
operator, cook, decoding machine operator, advisor to the South Korean Army, 
commanding officer (a sergeant). etc. and, of course, they had to provide for all their needs. 
Twice he was under enemy artillery fire, but was not wounded. All of the men carried their 
carbines at all times, even in the chow line and even when back at the main base. 

Recob operated a teletype and an M209 decoding machine. It was bitter cold with 
snow in winter and everyone lived in tents and slept in sleeping bags. Recob had his 
sleeping bag stolen and had to borrow blankets from his buddies. Blankets are a poor 
substitute for a sleeping bag, so he had several weeks of considerable discomfort. 

After a long period near the front lines, Recob was given five days of R&R 
at Kokura, Japan. 

He left from Inchon, Korea with 5,000 other soldiers on a troop transport and 
landed at San Diego, Cal. and boarded a train immediately for Camp Carson, Col. arriving 
Dec. 21, 1952. Because he had 21 months in the service, they would not let him go home 
for Christmas. Instead, Cpl. Duane Recob was relieved of active duty Jan. 2, 1953 at Camp 
Carson. He had earned the Korean Service medal with two battle stars, the United Nations 
Service medal and two overseas service bars! Recob served in the inactive reserve from 
Jan. 3, 1953 until Feb. 15, 1957 for a total of six years of military duty. 


