TH O S E ComPILED By
WH O SE R VE D HARRIs ‘Doc’ BRAUN

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War
II, this paper is reprinting articles about local
people who served during the war.

Warren Rasmussen enlisted Dec. 8, 1941 in
Chicago and was in the V-7 program that al-
lowed him to finish college. He attended surface
ships’ school, and he remained on active duty
from June 1943 until June 1946.

_ Inhis own words, Rasmussen described some
of the aspects-of his. World WarII career; ::-

“I enlisted in the Navy V-7 program the day
after Pearl Harbor and was ordered to midship-
man school at Columbia in New York right after
graduation from college in June 1943. Ireceived
an ensign commission Oct. 20, 1943, and went
to gunnery school at a destroyer base in San
Diego, Calif.

“In early January 1944 I arrived in the South
Pacific, assigned to the USS Trathen, D. D. 530,
one of nine Fletcher class destroyers in squad-
ron 47. One of the first exciting things was a
single-ship suicide raid on Truk through en-
emy-held islands to destroy radio and radar
installations. We were in the entire New Guinia
operation engaging enemy planes, ships, barges,

subs and shore guns.

“One night in heavy rain off Biak, I directed fire from a five-inch gun at an
enemy torpedo plane — a direct hit. We were often with our PTs on barge
patrol. Peleliu was awful. We were close in fire support, and enemy suiciders
with grenades filled the waters. Without small arms to defend us, we were
ordered to drop depth charges set at three feet. The sea turned red.

“Once on sub patrol Ihad the ‘con’ and without early warning, a strong ‘ping’
came from our port stern. I ordered a depth-charge attack and by the time the
captain reached the bridge, a huge oil slick appeared right where that ping
came from.

“We were protecting light carriers off Samar in the Second Battle of the
Phillipines Sea. Once we counted 26 enemy torpedo planes attacking. Leyte,
Surigao, Samar — a book by itself. :

“Due to the suicide planes and the Samar battle, our squadron was depleted,
and we were assigned to fast carriers and night carriers. We were near the
three destroyers that turned over in the typhoon.

“I was in action around the Phillipines, South China Sea, Iwo Jima,
Okinawa and the raids on Tokyo. We tuned in “Tokyo Rose.’

“I was a combat officer, also a radar and visual fighter director officer. Our
guns were worn out, and we were all ‘asiatice,’ and we had been hit. In July
1945 we were ordered to the States for a complete overhaul.

“I'had applied for a transfer to the Air Corps, thinking I’'d made the Navy
a career, but my orders got delayed at sea, and the war ended.

“We were awarded six major battle stars. I ended up a lieutenant (junior
grade). I loved destroyer duty — going all the time.”

“Ofthe nine ‘cans’ in squadron 47, six were sunk or damaged beyond repair.
One of every three men was killed in the squadron. The Trathen was in
continuous action for 1 1/2 years and was damaged severely by another U.S.
ship, the USS Yorktown, off the coast of Okinawa. The Trathen accounted for
seven Japanese planes and six submarines.”

Rasmussen was discharged in June 1946. He earned the Asiatic Pacific
‘Medal with six battle stars, American Theater Medal and World War II
Victory Medal. Rasmussen was the commander of the local American Legion
post for the 1954-55 term, and he served 22 years on the color guard and firing

squad.
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midshipman school at Columbia in New York right after graduation from college in June
1943. | received an ensign commission Oct. 20, 1943, and went to gunnery school at a
destroyer base in San Diego, Calif.

"In early January 1944 | arrived in the South Pacific, assigned to the USS Trathen, D.
D. 530, one of nine Fletcher class destroyers in squadron 47. One of the first exciting things
was a single-ship suicide raid on Truk through enemy-held islands to destroy radio and
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ships, barges, subs and shore guns.

"One night in heavy rain off Biak, | directed fire from a five-inch gun at an enemy
torpedo plane - a direct hit. We were often with our PTs on barge patrol. Peleliu was awful.
We were close in fire support, and enemy suiciders with grenades filled the waters. Without
small arms to defend us, we were ordered to drop depth charges set at three feet. The sea
turned red.
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from our port stern. | ordered a depth-charge attack and by the time the captain reached
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Sea. Once we counted 26 enemy torpedo planes attacking. Leyte, Surigao, Samar - a book
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"Due to the suicide planes and the Samar battle, our squadron was depleted, and
we were assigned to fast carriers and night carriers. We were near the three destroyers that
turned over in the typhoon.

"I was in action around the Phillipines, South China Sea, Iwo Jima, Okinawa and the
raids on Tokyo. We tuned in 'Tokyo Rose.

"I was a combat officer, also a radar and visual fighter director officer. Our guns were
worn out, and we were all 'asiatice,’ and we had been hit. In July 1945 we were ordered to
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"I had applied for a transfer to the Air Corps, thinking I'd made the Navy a career, but
my orders got delayed at sea, and the war ended.

"We were awarded six major battle stars. | ended up a lieutenant (junior grade). |
loved destroyer duty - going all the time."

"Of the nine 'cans' in squadron 47, six were sunk or damaged beyond repair. One of
every three men was killed in the squadron. The Trathen was in continuous action for 1 1/2
years and was damaged severely by another U.S. ship, the USS Yorktown, off the coast of
Okinawa. The Trathen accounted for seven Japanese planes and six submarines."

Rasmussen was discharged in June 1946. He earned the Asiatic Pacific Medal with
six battle stars, American Theater Medal and World War Il Victory Medal. Rasmussen was
the commander of the local American Legion post for the 1954-55 term, and he served 22
years on the color guard and firing squad.



