
 

Walter W. Pruessing 
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 



Walter W. Pruessing was drafted March 13, 1943, and reported to Camp Grant, 
Rockford, Ill., from Elkhorn. He had his basic training and nine months of service in the 
106th "Lion's Head" Division at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. 

On March 15, 1944, Pruessing went to a replacement depot at Fort Meade, 
Baltimore, Md., for six weeks, then to Newport News, Va., and to Oran, Algeria before 
joining Company D (heavy weapons) of the 145th Regiment 88th "Blue Cloverleaf" Division 
at Naples, Italy. 

Pruessing was in continuous combat from the Arno River in June 1944 until Sept. 28, 
1944, when he was wounded at Mt. Battaglia, Pisa, Italy, on the 5th Army front. His unit was 
surrounded by German soldiers, and of the 100 men in his outfit, only 30 were unscathed. 

The Germans allowed the wounded Americans to walk through the lines in order to 
receive medical care. Pruessing walked within a few yards of them and he spent that night 
in a hay barn and found a forward first aid station the next morning. 

The doctors at a forward field transferred him to an Army hospital in Rome. On Dec. 
24, 1944, Pruessing boarded a ship for home at Naples. After disembarking at Boston, he 
was sent to a hospital in Clinton, Iowa, and then to Percy Jones Army Hospital at Fort 
Custer, Battle Creek, Mich. He was discharged Aug. 16, 1945, after spending almost a year 
in hospitals. 

As a private first class, Pruessing was a gunner on 60 mm mortars and.30 caliber 
machine guns. He qualified with the pistol and earned the expert rifleman rating. 

His other decorations included the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation (for Mt. 
Battaglia), Combat Infantryman Badge, European, African, Middle Eastern Theatre, Good 
Conduct and World War II Victory Medal. 

Pruessing was the commander of the local American Legion post during 1964-65 
and 1976-77, and he served as a member of the firing squad more than 30 years. 
  



 
Pfc. Walter W. Pruessing was wounded in action in Italy on Sept. 29, a telegram received 

by his father, Walter Pruessing, on Saturday, Oct. 14, stated. Recently announcement was made of 
the award of the Combat Infantryman badge to Pfc. Pruessing for actual combat with the enemy on 
the fifth army front in Italy. It is presumed it was in this action that he was wounded. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 17, a letter written on Oct. 6, came from Pfc. Pruessing telling of his being 
injured. It said in part, "Don't worry, because I am o.k. I got hit in the 
right shoulder but it is not very serious. To heal this wound I have to wear a heavy cast which is 
around my body and covers my right arm. That is why I cannot write myself. I am dictating this letter 
to a Red Cross worker. I am in a large general hospital where I have a very outstanding bone 
specialist and surgeon for my doctor." He is located at Serial 3, 2628 Hospital Section, APO 698, 
Postmaster, New York 



 



 

 
 

Walter W. Pruessing, age 73, of Walworth, died on Monday, December 2, 1996. He 
was born on August 18, 1923, in Walworth, the son of Walter F.and Ida (Miethke) Pruessing. 
He was married December 29, 1949, in Elkhom to Marlene Schmidt. Wally was a veteran of 
WWII, a member of the Ingalls-Koeppen American legion Post 102 serving at one time as 
the Post Commander, a member of the Legion 40 & 8, past finance officer of the Walworth 
County Council and the Legion Post 102. He worked at the Walworth State Bank for 31 
years retiring in 1984. He was a charter member of Faith Lutheran Church in Walworth. 



Survivors include his wife, Marlene Pruessing of Walworth; two sons, Gary Pruessing 
of Baton Rouge, LA, and David Pruessing of Fruita, Col .; one daughter, Beverly Pruessing of 
Schofield, Wis .; three grandchildren; one sister, Gertrude Voller of Walworth; and nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, one sister, Marie Prueter, two 
brothers Paul and Rudolph Pruessing. 

Funeral services will be held on Thursday, December 5, 1996, at 11 a.m. at Faith 
Lutheran Church in Walworth with the Rev. Molly Doreza officiating. Burial will be at the 
Walworth Cemetery in Walworth. 

Friends may call at the Toynton's Walworth Funeral Home on Wednesday, 
December 4, 1996 from 1 8 p.m. The family requests that in lieu of flowers memorials be 
made to the American Diabetes Association. 


