
 

Paul C. Pruessing 
(1916-1975) 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Paul Pruessing enlisted Aug. 5, 1942, and left from Milwaukee for Fort Leonard 
Wood, Mo., where he received his basic training. This was followed by general clerk, mail 



orderly and supply(noncommissioned officer) schools. He spent some time staging at 
Camp San Luis Obispo, Calif., and went on maneuvers in the Mojave Desert. 

On July 21, 1943, Pruessing went overseas from San Diego, Calif., and in three days 
disembarked in Hawaii. He became a part of the 101st Signal Battalion which was destined 
to work its way up the north shore of British and Dutch New Guinea. He earned a Bronze 
Star while with the battalion, but he did not receive it until 1955. 

Pruessing had a very severe case of fungus on his feet and legs. Known as jungle rot, 
the fungus was caused by having to wear wet shoes and clothes week after week and 
seldom having the opportunity to change into clean, dry clothes. 

After New Guinea, Pruessing and the 101st Signal Battalion saw action on Luzon in 
the Philippine Islands. The fighting was rough in and around the Walled City in Manila. He 
left the Philippines Nov. 22, 1945, after two years and four months in the combat zones. 

He went from Manila to Seoul, Korea, where he had his first attack of malaria which 
plagued him for years. He had the worst case of the disease of all the men from the 
Walworth area who went to the Pacific Islands. 

Pruessing arrived stateside Dec. 6, 1945, and was separated at Camp McCoy, Wis., 
12 days later as a staff sergeant. 

Besides earning the Bronze Star, Pruessing was awarded the Combat Infantryman's 
Badge, Phillippines Liberation with one star, Asiatic Pacific Theater, American Theater, 
Good Conduct and World War II Victory medals. He also earned four overseas service bars. 

Pruessing commanded the American Legion Post No. 102 for five annual terms 
during 1961-65 and 1966-67. He was on the firing squad and color guard 29 years and was 
the sergeant-at-arms at least 10 years. 

 



 
Article from The Times-The Reporter, May 22, 1980 



 
 
Married In Decatur 
Miss Dorothy Ollesch and Paul Pruessing were married in Decatur, Ill., at 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, on Friday, July 28. Miss Ollesch has been a nurse in Lakeland hospital for three 
years. They will live in the Shunk apartment on Kenosha street. 
A reception honoring the newly married couple was held at the Del-Mar, Delavan Inlet, on 
Tuesday night. There was dancing with an orchestra and refreshments were served. About 
75 guests were present at the reception. 
 
 


