
 



 

 

  



Theodore L. Preston 
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Ted Preston enlisted October 7, 1940 in the U.S. Army in Chicago. There was no 
basic training then. Instead, he was ordered directly to the 60th Infantry Regiment of the 9th 
Division at Fort Bragg, N.C. and joined F Company, 3rd Battalion. He had five weeks of 
training by that unit. 

When the 9th Division was activated Aug. 1, 1940, Fort Bragg was an insect infested 
tract of sand which was covered with brush and sand pines. So Preston and other soldiers 
had to build the major part of Fort Bragg - roads, sidewalks, parade grounds, and the tent 
city where he lived eight months. 

At first, he drilled in civilian clothes because there were no uniforms. Most of his 
inoculations were postponed a few weeks because none was available. Until November, 
the closest place to get a shower was at the CCC camp three miles away. The barracks 
were finally completed by civilian contractors and the men moved into new comfort. 

In 1941 the 9th Division went on maneuvers in North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Virginia in preparation for overseas duty. They wore the old World War I style helmets and 
used WWI.03 rifles. 

The 9th Division was made up of three regiments: the 39th, 47th and 60th. They had 
two years of training as a divisional team before being divided to fight as regimental combat 
teams that were attached to other commands and sometimes operated independently. 
Preston stayed with the 60th until he was wounded. 

On Oct. 14, 1942, the 60th moved to Norfolk for invasion exercises of climbing up 
and down the nets in choppy seas and getting used to landing crafts. They were issued the 
new M-1 helmet and new M-1 rifles. 

On Oct. 23, the men were aboard transports and left Norfolk to join "Torch," the code 
name for the largest invasion force ever: 850 ships carrying four million tons of equipment, 
everything from railroad engines to adhesive tape. It took four months to assemble it all. 

3,500 miles and five days later, the 60th invaded French Morocco Nov. 8. German 
submarines sank 16 ships. They were 1 1/2 hours late, and it was daylight so there was no 
surprise at Port Lyautey when they went ashore. The 60th "Go Devils" took a beating. 

The enemy was the French Vichy forces and French Foreign Legion. France had 
already surrendered to the Axis forces, so most of the French forces in Morocco were now 
on the German side. Preston and his mortar crew wiped out a company of 100 Vichy troops 
shortly after landing. 

The second battalion and F Company took the fortification known as the Kasba after 
three days of bitter fighting. The French surrendered Nov. 11, 1942. All of the prisoners 



taken later fought on the Allied side. 400 men of the 60th combat team were casualties-
many by U.S. Navy shells. 

The 60th and 47th were commanded by Gen. George Patton, and they fought their 
way through Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. They, with the British and some well-chosen 
French leaders, captured North Africa. They chased Rommel and his Afrika Korps and cut 
his supple lines at Bizerte. 

In March, the 60th was attached to the 1st Armored for the fight for Maknassy in 
Southern Tunisia, and in 12 days they learned more lessons in combat than all the training 
they had in the States. The terrain has 2,000 to 3,000 foot deep "djebels" or canyons, and 
the Germans never fired on a patrol until it was so close it was impossible to retreat. The 
worst day was when Patton's 350 tanks rode into a trap. All were lost in one afternoon. 

Seventeen days of fighting in impossible terrain, and Bizerte fell to the 60th combat 
team. Three hundred mules formed the only supply and evacuation line. The 9th Division 
was used as shock troops like the German 7th Panzers. 

On Aug. 5 the invasion of Sicily started for the 60th combat team. Four thousand 
men marched silently 40 miles in 100 hours mostly at night over a mountain range and 
captured the one road supplying Randazzo. This move outflanked the German artillery 
north of Troina forcing the Germans to evacuate the city. Cesaro and Randazzo fell soon 
after that. 

The 60th trained and rested at Camp Bushfield, Winchester, England, from 
November 1943 until spring, 1944. On June 11 (D plus 5), the 60th went ashore at Utah 
Beach. The mission: cut off the Cherbourg Peninsula; the strongest resistance: the Douve 
River. The entire 2nd Battalion received a Distinguished Unit citation for the Battle of 
Hehou. 

The French people showered the Americans and their weapons with flowers. The 
Jerry 88s and 155s were abandoned everywhere. One German division was wiped out. In 
all, 225,000 Germans were captured. For the taking of Saint Colombe on June 16, the "Go 
Devils" 60th Regiment received the Croix de Guerre with Palm from the French government. 
At St. Lo the 60th captured many thousands more. It stopped the counter attack by the 
Panzer Lehr Division July 10-11, 1944. 

Operation Cobra's advance was swift. The 60th covered 200 miles in two weeks, and 
it was in Paris. It crossed the Meuse River at Dinant, Belgium, under heavy fire. At Hurtgen 
Forrest, the 9th Division lost 3,836 men in 43 days. 

Two other divisons fought at Hurtgen, also. The 28th Infantry had 3,611 casualties, 
and the 4th Infantry had 5,260, bringing the total to 12,707 killed or wounded. Oct. 6, 1944, 
the 60th started the battle to control the dams of the Roer River. 

Preston was at Monchau when he was hit on the arm and leg by. shrapnel. Neither 
wound was severe, but the nerves in the leg were damaged to the extent that he could not 



walk. He was sent to the 108th General Hospital in Paris. From his room, he could see the 
Eiffel Tower. 

Six weeks later, he regained his ability to walk again and was ordered to limited duty 
to the 13th Traffic Regulating group where he worked at a desk controlling the movement of 
trains. 

On March 20, 1945, he left France from Cherbourg, guarding German : prisoners on 
a transport. He arrived April 9, 1945, in the United States. Following a 45 day furlough, on 
June 3, SSgt. Preston was discharged at Fort Sheridan, Ill. 

He was a staff sergeant and section leader on light mortars through most of his 
Army career. He spent two years, five months and 17 days in the Army. 

Preston earned seven bronze battle stars: French Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Sicily, 
France, Belgium and Germany. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal (Sicilian Campaign), 
the Soldiers Medal (for saving a drowning soldier), the American Defense Medal, the 
European, African, Middle East Medal with seven battle stars, the Invasion Arrow, the 
Presidential Unit Citation Medal with one oak leaf cluster (Sedjenane Valley, Tunisia and 
Cherbourg, France), the Purple Heart Medal, American Theatre Medal, WW II Victory 
Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, five overseas bars, the Good Conduct Medal and the 
Croix de Guerre with Palm (from the French government). 

Six months after discharge, he developed malaria. Matt Urban, Preston's company 
commander, received the Congressional Medal of Honor in 1980-35 years after his act of 
heroism. That gave him one more medal than Audie Murphy. 
 



 

Theodore I. Preston 
Theodore I. Preston, age 79, of Walworth, died on Thursday, November28, 1996, in Port 

Charlotte, Florida. He was born on August 21, 1917, in Poland, the son of John and Mary (Ciochon) 
Przepiorski. He was married February 19, 1941, in Chicago, Ill. to Wanda Mazurewicz. 

He owned and operated Preston's Welding Service in Walworth for 22 years retiring in 1977. 
He was a member of St. Benedict Catholic Church in Fontana, Ingalls-Koeppen American Legion 
Post and was a past Commander, the 9th Infantry Division Association for 54 years, the Harvard 
Moose Lodge and the George Williams Golf Club. 

Survivors include his wife, Wanda Preston of Walworth; one daughter, Diane (John) Drall of 
Rockford; two grandsons, Mark Emingholz and Matthew (Misty) Emingholz; one brother, Stanley 
Przepiorski; one sister, Shirley Haddock; and special friend, Renee Budwich. 

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, December 4, 1996, at 11 a.m. at St. Benedict 
Catholic Church in Fontana with the Fr. Stephen Stradinger officiating. Burial was at the Walworth 
Cemetery in Walworth. Friends called at the Toynton's Walworth Funeral Home on Tuesday, 

 


