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= iy In honor of the 50th anniver-

. sary of World War 11, this paper is re-

b | printing articlesaboutlocal peoplewho
| served during the war.

C.Robert Peterson enlisted Jan.
27, 1943 in the aviation cadet program
of the U.S. Army Air Corps. He and
Dean Rhodes had been accepted in
October of 1942 butit took fourmonths
before Peterson could begin the course
of study. He entered active duty in
Chicago and was sent to Miami Beach
where he spent the next month as an
unassigned private.

Peterson was ordered toPresby-
terian College at Clinton, S.C. where
he received a one year equivalent of
- | academic studies in three months. He

- also received 10 hours of training in a
P Sc— == ] uscombe airplane. Two weeks were
Charles Robert Peterson spent at the classification center at
Nashville, Tenn., where each man was evaluated as to how he could best serve
the Air Corps. He was sent to Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. for 10 weeks
of pre-flight school; to Jackson, Tenn., for primary flight in a Stearman and
experimental aerobatics for three months in a Fairchild; to Newport, Ark., for
10 weeks of basic training in Vultee 13 and 15 trainers, and to Spence Field,
Moultrie, GA., for 10 weeks of advance flight training in a Texan AT-6. In
May, 1994 he received his wings and was promoted to flight officer.

After a 10 day leave, he was ordered to Tifton, Ga. where he received
15 days of gunnery training on the AT-6 and training in the P40-a pursuit or
fighter plane. He also served as a test pilot on the P-40-Q, followed by P40 low
altitude gunnery at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.; three months of flying the A24
and the P47 at Bradley Field, Conn.; and three months of aerial gunnery at
Norfolk, Va. After ashort stay he left Camp Kilmer, N.J. for Boston where Jan.
7, 1945 he and 10,200 others boarded the French liner Isle de France. At 27
knots it took seven days to reach Greenock, Scotland, via the Azores.

Feb. 4 he flew across the English Channel to Paris where he stayed at
the Rothchild Estate. He arrived Feb. 7 at Nancy, France, about 18 miles east
of the Voses Mountains. The Army Air Corps had a matted air strip on a high
plateau here. Peterson joined the 50th Fighter group. Feb. 9 he had his first
combat. In 2 1/2 months he flew 58 missions from that field. April 20 they
moved to Gieblestadt, Germany, a suburb of Wurzburg. He flew 19 missions
from here before V.E. Day May 7, 1945.

Twelve of the missions Peterson flew were as high level fighter
support escorting B26 Martin Marauder bombers on missions over France and
Germany. The rest of his missions he flew were support for Patton’s 45th
Armored Division. He did low-level straffing and dive bombing. He carried
one 1,000 pound bomb under the belly of the P47 and one 500 pound bomb

under each wing. His plane was armed with eight 50 caliber machine guns, 4
on each wing. Each gun had 400 rounds of ammunition for a total of 3,200 -
rounds. He had aerial combat with enemy fighter planes. Some of the fighting
he did was over France, but most was over Germany. Every major city south,
east and west of Berlin was a target of the 50th Fighter Group.

Between May 7 and July 27 Peterson made several moves toward
gaining transportation home: Mannheim, Germany; Suippes, France; Duclair,
France; Barton-Stacey, England, and Gurock, Scotland. July 27 Peterson and
.15,700 other men boarded the Queen Mary and Aug. 2, 41/2 days later,

traveling at 32 knots, they arrived at New York Harbor. The ship had a large
sign on its side, “Jabolts,” which means terror-bomber in German. There was
a tumultuous welcome when they arrived. ; e
% " Aug. 6 he arrived at Camp McCoy. Forty days of rést and'relaxation
were spent at home in preparation for jet training. V.J. Day Aug. 14 changed
that so Peterson was sent Sept. 12 to LaJunta Air Force Base, LaJunta, Col.,
where he was a P47 instructor for two months. 2nd Lt. Charles R. Peterson was
released to the U.S. Army reserves Nov. 4, 1945, at Sioux Falls, S.D. He had
eamned the Air Medal with seven Oak Leaf Clusters (for his 77 missions), the
Presidential Unit Citation with one Oak Leaf cluster, the European-African-
Middle East medal with two gold battle stars (for Rhineland and Central
Europe), American Campaign Service Medal and the World War II Victory
medal. Peterson served for several years in the inactive reserves.




Charles Robert Peterson

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War |1, this paper is reprinting articles about local
people who served during the war.

C. Robert Peterson enlisted Jan. 27, 1943 in the aviation cadet program of the U.S.
Army Air Corps. He and Dean Rhodes had been accepted in October of 1942 but it took
four months before Peterson could begin the course of study. He entered active duty in
Chicago and was sent to Miami Beach where he spent the next month as an unassigned
private.

Peterson was ordered to Presbyterian College at Clinton, S.C. where he received a
one year equivalent of academic studies in three months. He also received 10 hours of
training in a Luscombe airplane. Two weeks were spent at the classification center at
Nashville, Tenn., where each man was evaluated as to how he could best serve the Air
Corps. He was sent to Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. for 10 weeks of pre-flight school; to
Jackson, Tenn., for primary flight in a Stearman and experimental aerobatics for three
months in a Fairchild; to Newport, Ark., for 10 weeks of basic training in Vultee 13 and 15
trainers, and to Spence Field, Moultrie, GA., for 10 weeks of advance flight training in a
Texan AT-6. In May, 1994 he received his wings and was promoted to flight officer.

After a 10 day leave, he was ordered to Tifton, Ga. where he received 15 days of
gunnery training on the AT-6 and training in the P40-a pursuit or fighter plane. He also
served as a test pilot on the P-40-Q, followed by P40 low altitude gunnery at Eglin Air Force
Base, Fla .; three months of flying the A24 and the P47 at Bradley Field, Conn .; and three
months of aerial gunnery at Norfolk, Va. After a short stay he left Camp Kilmer, N.J. for
Boston where Jan. 7, 1945 he and 10,200 others boarded the French liner Isle de France. At
27 knots it took seven days to reach Greenock, Scotland, via the Azores.

Feb. 4 he flew across the English Channel to Paris where he stayed at the Rothchild
Estate. He arrived Feb. 7 at Nancy, France, about 18 miles east of the Voses Mountains. The
Army Air Corps had a matted air strip on a high plateau here. Peterson joined the 50th
Fighter group. Feb. 9 he had his first combat. In 2 1/2 months he flew 58 missions from that
field. April 20 they moved to Gieblestadt, Germany, a suburb of Wurzburg. He flew 19
missions from here before V.E. Day May 7, 1945.

Twelve of the missions Peterson flew were as high level fighter support escorting
B26 Martin Marauder bombers on missions over France and Germany. The rest of his
missions he flew were support for Patton's 45" Armored Division. He did low-level straffing
and dive bombing. He carried one 1,000 pound bomb under the belly of the P47 and one
500 pound bomb under each wing. His plane was armed with eight 50 caliber machine
guns, 4 on each wing. Each gun had 400 rounds of ammunition for a total of 3,200



rounds. He had aerial combat with enemy fighter planes. Some of the fighting he did was
over France, but most was over Germany. Every major city south, east and west of Berlin
was a target of the 50th Fighter Group.

Between May 7 and July 27 Peterson made several moves toward gaining
transportation home: Mannheim, Germany; Suippes, France; Duclair, France; Barton-
Stacey, England, and Gurock, Scotland. July 27 Peterson and 15,700 other men boarded
the Queen Mary and Aug. 2, 41/2 days later, traveling at 32 knots, they arrived at New York
Harbor. The ship had a large sign on its side, "Jabolts," which means terror-bomberin
German. There was a tumultuous welcome when they arrived.

Aug. 6 he arrived at Camp McCoy. Forty days of rest and relaxation were spent at
home in preparation for jet training. V). Day Aug. 14 changed that so Peterson was sent
Sept. 12 to LaJunta Air Force Base, LalJunta, Col., where he was a P47 instructor for two
months. 2nd Lt. Charles R. Peterson was released to the U.S. Army reserves Nov. 4, 1945,
at Sioux Falls, S.D. He had earned the Air Medal with seven Oak Leaf Clusters (for his 77
missions), the Presidential Unit Citation with one Oak Leaf cluster, the European-African-
Middle East medal with two gold battle stars (for Rhineland and Central Europe), American
Campaign Service Medal and the World War Il Victory medal. Peterson served for several
years in the inactive reserves.



