AROUND THE AREA

DHOSE e ——
WHO SER VED HARRIS'DQQ' BRAUN

e The 50th anniversary of the end
i - of World War II was recently cele-
2 brated. This paper is continuing to
reprint articles about local people who
served during the war.

‘Warren Pankonin enlisted while
he had a farm deferment and entered
active service on April 21, 1945 at Fort
Sheridan, Ill. He was sent to Camp
Robinson, Little Rock, Ark. for 16
weeks of basic infantry combat training
and was trained in every weapon in the
Army, including flame throwers.

Pankonin earned an expert in-
fantryman badge Aug. 30, 1945. VI
Day, Aug. 14, occurred during his last
week of basic training.

Pankonin was sent to Ft. Riley,
Kan. and then to Ft. Lawton, Seattle,
Wash. where he left with 1,200 other

Warren Pankonin men Oct. 18, 1945 aboard the USS

Cape Victory. They arrived at Nagoya,
Japan Nov. 13 and three days later at Nagasake. Finding no place to billet there,
they were returned to Nagoya where Nov. 18, after 31 days aboard ship, the
men were put ashore.

Pankonin joined the 586th Signal Depot in Wakayama. For one week
they stayed in the stadium where Babe Ruth hit the longest home run of his
career. They lived in tents. The 586th was dissolved 30 days after his arrival,
and most of the gear of the unit was loaded on barges and dumped into the

- harbor, as it was too expensive to return the equipmentto the U.S: — ———~

‘Pankonin was transferred to the 3119th Signal Service battalion at
Nagoya, where he served as a long distance switch board operator for three
months. He received his training for this while on the job. The 3119th had a
small switchboard at Koshien Stadium and a three position board at the Alice
Exchange. During the day, three men would handle 300 local and long distance
phone calls an hour, a very heavy load.




At night, one man would handle all the calls by sitting in the middle
chair. Except for the first three or four days, Pankonin worked the night shift
completely. In all, 50 linemen, switchboard operators and film exchange
personnel were at Nagoya.

The main body of the 3119th was stationed at Kobe, 300 miles away.
Orders were received that the company be stationed at Kobe. For security
reasons all the equipment was packed, loaded and transported over the 300
miles of mountains of Kobe in one day. It took 30 trucks and the 3/4 ton truck
Pankonin drove had no brakes. Gears alone saved him on the switchbacks.
They drove through Kyoto at 60 mph.

Kobe University is situated on a high hill overlooking the city. It has
a baseball diamond, swimming pool, theatre, laundry and was surrounded by
a high masonry wall. This was where Pankonin and his buddies were billeted
— two men to a room that normally held eight students.

Pankonin ran the night shift switchboard for six months and lived at
the university for four months. The last two months he lived in the Port Director
building, across the street from where the switchboards were located. In all
Pankonin spent one year in Japan. Because he worked nights, he was able to
play tennis and golf during the day. He left Yokohama Oct. 13 on the USS La
Grande Victory and arrived at San Francisco Oct. 24, 1946.

TS5 Warren Pankonin was separated from service at Camp Beale,
Calif. Oct,.31 and discharged Dec. 8, 1946. He earned the Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign, Army.of Occupation, and WWII Victory medals.
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Warren Pankonin enlisted while he
had a farm deferment, and entered
active service on April 21, 1945 at Fort
Sheridan, Ill. He was sent to camp
Robinson, Little Rock, Ark. for 16 weeks
of basic infantry combat training, and
was trained in every weapon in the
Army, including flame throwers.

Pankonin earned an' expert infan-
tryman badge Aug. 30, 1945. VJ Day,
Aug. 14, occurred during his last week
of bagic training.

Pankonin was sent to Ft. Riley, Kan.
and then to Ft. Lawton, Seattle, Wash.
where he left with 1,200 other men Oct.
18, 1945 for the Asiatic-Pacific Theatre

aboard the USS Cape Victory. They !

arrived at Nagoya, Japan Noy. 13 and
“three days later at Nagasake. Finding
no place to billet there, they were
returned to Nagoya where Nov. 18,
after 31 days aboard ship, the men
were put ashore. Pankonin joined the
586th Signal Depot in Wakayama. For
.one week they stayed in the stadium
where Babe Ruth hit the longest home
run of his career. They lived in tents.
The 586th was disolved 30 days after
his arrival, and most of the gear of the
unit was loaded on barges and dumped
into the harbor, as it was too expensive
to return the equipment to the U.S.
Pankonin was transferred to the
3119th Signal Service battalion at
Nagoya, where he served as a long dis-
tance switch board operator for three
months. He received his training for,
this while on the job. The 3119th had a
small switchboard at Koshien Stadium,
and a three position board at the Alice
Exchange. During the day, three men
would handle 300 local and long dis-
tance phone calls an hour, a very heavy
load. At night one man would handle
all the calls by sitting in the middle
chair. Except for the first three or four
days, Pankonin worked the night shift
completely. In all, 50 linemen, switch-
board operators and film exchange
personnel were at Nagoya. The main

body of the 3119th was stationed at
Kobe, 300 miles away. Orders were
received that the company be stat-
tioned at Kobe. For security reasons all
the equipment was packed, loaded and
transported over the 300 miles of
mountains of Kobe in one day. It took
30 trucks, and the 3/4 ton truck Pan-
konin drove had no brakes. Gears alone
saved him on the switchbacks. They
drove through Kyoto at 60 mph.

Kobe University is situated on a high
hill overlooking the city. It had a base-
ball diamond, swimming pool, theatre,
laundry and was surrounded by a high
masonry wall. This was where Pan-
konin and his buddies were billeted —
two men to a room that normally held
eight students.

Pankonin ran the night shift switch-
board for six months, and lived at the
university for four months. The last two
months he lived in the Port Director
building, across the street from where
the switchboards were located.

In all, Pankonin spent one year in
Japan. Because he worked nights, he
was able to play tennis and golf during
the day. He left Yokohama Oct. 13 on
the USS La Grande Victory and arrived
at San Francisco Oct. 24, 1946.

T5 Warren Pankonin was separated
from service at Camp Beale, Calf. Oct.
31 and discharged Dec. 8, 1946. He
earned the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign,
Army of Occupation,and WWII Victory
medals. :



