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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War
II, this paper is reprinting articles about local
people who served during the war.

Jerome Palzkill was inducted May 13, 1943
from Mineral Point, Wis. and began active duty
May 20 at Fort Sheridan, Ill. He had 16 weeks
\ | of basic training at Camp Walters, Mineral

:| Wells, Texas. After a 10-day furlough at home,
‘| he was sent to Fort Mead, Baltimore, Md. and
then overseas.

- Among 20,000 men, six to a stateroom, Palzkill
boarded the Queen Mary Nov. 3, 1943, and Nov.
10 they arrived at the Firth of Fourth, Ed-
inburgh, Scotland. »

The Queen Mary traveled alone. No other
N ship could keep up with it, including the Ger-
man submarines. The only danger would be if it
encountered a “wolf pack” of enemy subs. By

X \Y Thanksgiving time, Palzkill’s outfit was bil-
\\ \ \\| leted at the Royal Berkshire Barracks.

N\ \ ]  FromNovember 1943 until May 1944, Palzkill
trained in the glider infantry of the 401st Bat-
talion, 101st Airborn Division. Airborne divi-
sions are relatively small, having only 12,000 to 14,000 men. He was in
Headquarters Company, which was the complete company in the division
with supply, heavy weapons (mortar and machine guns), medics and G2
intelligence personnel present.

The training of the glider battalions was for the invasion of Normandy, and
the Germans knew it. Reconnaissance photographs taken the day before the
invasion, June 5, showed the enemy had put posts close together in the
" intended landing field so that the gliders could not land without being—
destroyed. The tactic completely changed the plans. Gen. Maxwell Taylor, the
commander of the 101st Division, refused to send the gliders.

The paratroopers went, though. One battalion, or rather, a glorified
company, was sent in by glider on D Day, June 6, 1944, and it was 80 percent
eliminated when the gliders crashed into orchards and posts. The fatalities
included a brigadier general and several colonels and lieutenant colonels.




Palzkill crossed the English Channel on a landing ship tank (LST) and
disembarked onto a landing craft, medium (LCM) which took the men ashore.
The channel was extremely rough, and everyone was terribly sick. D Day
officially began at 6 a.m. Col Harper, Palzkill and his buddies went ashore at
noon.

The 101st Division was supposed to be in France only 10 days, but the
choppy water in the channel prevented Gen. Patton from bringing his tanks
ashore, so the 101st fought in the middle of the Allied line. It bypassed St.
Mere Eglise and nearing St. Lo June 24, 1944 when Palzkill was wounded in
the left side of his face by fragments of a German 88 mm shell. He bled so
profusely that medics gave up on him, but an alert physician saw he was still
glive and ordered transfusions. He received a complete change of blood that

ay.

Palzkill was hospitalized in Oxford, England, from May to November. Dr.
Douglas W. McCoumber did most of the surgery. Jerry’s left cheekbone was
destroyed, and both jaws had compound fractures. His mouth was wired shut
and external Anderson splints were applied in June.

The Anderson splint is made up of metal posts screwed through the skin
and into the healthy bone of the mandible and connected by other metal bars.
This was done to hold the pieces of his jaw in proper place so other bone could
be grafted where the shrapnel had blown away his original jaw bone.

Immobilized as his mouth was, it did not even slow Palzkill. His jaws
remained wired together six months. j

Two montis after being wounded, Palzkill’s wounds became infected. He
had erysipeias — an acute inflammatory disease of the skin caused by
various strains of streptococcus bacteria. In those days erysipelas was
extremely serious, and the fatality rate was high. Sulfa drugs saved his life.

In November, a luxury liner, converted into a hospital ship, brought
Palzkill home, landing in South Carolina. He was sent immediately to
Wakeman General Hospital Camp, Atterbury, Ind. He was there one year.
Dr. Truman G. Blocker, Jr., a professor of Maxilla-facial and plastic surgery
at the University of Texas, de most of the surgery.

Palzkill received a certificate of disability and was discharged Dec. 1, 1945
at Wakeman General Hospital. He was a private first class. He eamed the
Glider Badge, Combat Infantryman Badge, Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Good
Conduct, European-African-Middle Eastern Theatre, American Campaign
and WW II Victory medals.

Jerome P. Palzkill

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War Il, this paper is reprinting articles
about local people who served during the war.

Jerome Palzkill was inducted May 13, 1943 from Mineral Point, Wis. and began
active duty May 20 at Fort Sheridan, Ill. He had 16 weeks of basic training at Camp Walters,
Mineral Wells, Texas. After a 10-day furlough at home, he was sent to Fort Mead, Baltimore,
Md., and then overseas.

Among 20,000 men, six to a stateroom, Palzkill boarded the Queen Mary Nov. 3,
1943, and Nov. 10 they arrived at the Firth of Fourth, Edinburgh, Scotland.

The Queen Mary traveled alone. No other ship could keep up with it, including the
German submarines. The only danger would be if it encountered a "wolf pack" of enemy
subs. By Thanksgiving time, Palzkill's outfit was billeted at the Royal Berkshire Barracks.



From November 1943 until May 1944, Palzkill trained in the glider infantry of the
401st Battalion, 101st Airborn Division. Airborne divisions are relatively small, having only
12,000 to 14,000 men. He was in Headquarters Company, which was the complete
company in the division with supply, heavy weapons (mortar and machine guns), medics
and G2 intelligence personnel present.

The training of the glider battalions was for the invasion of Normandy, and the
Germans knew it. Reconnaissance photographs taken the day before the invasion, June 5,
showed the enemy had put posts close together in the intended landing field so that the
gliders could not land without being destroyed. The tactic completely changed the plans.
Gen. Maxwell Taylor, the commander of the 101st Division, refused to send the gliders.

The paratroopers went, though. One battalion, or rather, a glorified company, was
sentin by glider on D Day, June 6, 1944, and it was 80 percent eliminated when the gliders
crashed into orchards and posts. The fatalities included a brigadier general and several
colonels and lieutenant colonels.

Palzkill crossed the English Channel on a landing ship tank (LST) and disembarked
onto a landing craft, medium (LCM) which took the men ashore. The channel was extremely
rough, and everyone was terribly sick. D Day officially began at 6 a.m. Col Harper, Palzkill
and his buddies went ashore at noon.

The 101st Division was supposed to be in France only 10 days, but the choppy water
in the channel prevented Gen. Patton from bringing his tanks ashore, so the 101st fought in
the middle of the Allied line. It bypassed St. Mere Eglise and nearing St. Lo June 24, 1944
when Palzkill was wounded in the left side of his face by fragments of a German 88 mm
shell. He bled so profusely that medics gave up on him, but an alert physician saw he was
still alive and ordered transfusions. He received a complete change of blood that
day.

Palzkill was hospitalized in Oxford, England, from May to November. Dr. Douglas W.
McCoumber did most of the surgery. Jerry's left cheekbone was destroyed, and both jaws
had compound fractures. His mouth was wired shut and external Anderson splints were
applied in June. The Anderson splint is made up of metal posts screwed through the skin
and into the healthy bone of the mandible and connected by other metal bars. This was
done to hold the pieces of his jaw in proper place so other bone could be grafted where the
shrapnel had blown away his original jaw bone. Immobilized as his mouth was, it did not
even slow Palzkill. His jaws remained wired together six months.

Two months after being wounded, Palzkill's wounds became infected. He had
erysipeias - an acute inflammatory disease of the skin caused by various strains of
streptococcus bacteria. In those days erysipelas was extremely serious, and the fatality
rate was high. Sulfa drugs saved his life.



In November, a luxury liner, converted into a hospital ship, brought Palzkillhome,
landing in South Carolina. He was sent immediately to Wakeman General Hospital Camp,
Atterbury, Ind. He was there one year. Dr. Truman G. Blocker, Jr., a professor of Makxilla-
facial and plastic surgery at the University of Texas, did most of the surgery.

Palzkill received a certificate of disability and was discharged Dec. 1, 1945, at
Wakeman General Hospital. He was a private first class. He earned the Glider Badge,
Combat Infantryman Badge, Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Good Conduct, European-African-
Middle Eastern Theatre, American Campaign and WW Il Victory medals.



