
 

Jack R. Orcutt, 1917-1944 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Jack Ripley Orcutt, only son of Mr. and Mrs. Clare Orcutt, was born in Fontana Nov. 
6, 1917. He completed grade school and after being graduated from Walworth High School 
in 1936, attended Carroll College, Waukesha. 



On Oct. 2, 1941, he volunteered and enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard, training in 
New Orleans, Milwaukee, Grove City, Pa., and Duluth, Minn. On Nov. 10, 1942, he started 
active duty service, leaving from Duluth where the Coast Guard Cutter "Clover" was built. 

After a winter in the North Atlantic, the "Clover" sailed via the Panama Canal for 
Alaskan waters, entering the Bering Sea at Dutch Harbor. Eighteen months of service was 
spent in these waters. 

On May 19, 1944, Orcutt lost his life off the coast of Alaska in going to the rescue of 
two fishing boats which had been grounded. Six other officers and men so perished on this 
mission. 

A letter from the commanding officer of the "Clover" to Orcutt's parents stated that 
their son was highly regarded by all who knew and worked with him, both as a man and a 
seaman performing his duties. 

Memorials services for Orcutt, motor machinist mate, first class, were held in 
Fontana Community Church on Oct. 1, 1944. A Coast Guard detachment from Milwaukee 
was present. A group of ex-service Navy men from the Navy Club, Number 40, Kenosha, 
attended and commandant Harold B. Ralf presented Orcutt's mother with an American 
flag. 

The VFW Geneva Lake Post and Jospeh Bailey Ingalls Post 102, American Legion, 
Walworth, were represented at the services. 

Posthumous medals have been received by Mr. and Mrs. Orcutt for their son's 
achievements in the Coast Guard. 


