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The 50thanniversary of the end of
World War Il was celebrated last year.
This paper is continuing to reprint
articles about local people who served
during the war.

Frank Ontl enlisted Sept. 24,1942
in the Navy at Detroit and had his boot
training at the Great Lakes base in
Illinois.

He had special duty as a mess
cook at Great Lakes and at Mainside
after boot camp. From Oct. 24 to Dec.
24,1942 he attended a diesel school at
the University of Illinois at Champaign
then to advance diesel school at Navy
Pier Chicago until the middle of March
1943,

On April 1, Ontl reported to the
E Philadelphia Navy Yard for six weeks
of fire and damage control school. He was ordered to Brooklyn, N.Y. for the
commission of PC 1199, a patrol craft,which promptly shoved off for
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for an 18 month tour of duty guarding convoys in the
Caribbean Sea.

Ontl earned his “chief” rating the month before the Caribbean tour
ended. He attended four months of submarine school at the sub base at New
London, Conn. On March 15, 1945, he was ordered to the submarine tender
Gilmore at Subic Bay, Luzon in the Philippines. He was aboard ship 30 days,
crossing the Pacific to Manila.

He served on the Gilmore until Aug. 14 (VJ Day) when he was
transferred to the ASR 7 (a submarine marine salvage ship which headed for
Perth, Australia, to salvage a floating dry dock. After repairing the dry dock,
the ASR 7 towed it back to Olongapo at Subic Bay.

While aboard the RS 7 (accompanied by a submarine), Ontl toured
around Luzon to alert and inform the Filipinos and Japanese about the end of
the war to assist them with their medical needs.

In February, 1946, the ASR 7 accompained six submarines to Hawaii.
The ship went throught the Panama Canal, to Key West, Fla. where Ontl
disembarked. After along, slow train ride to Great Lakes, Ontl was discharged
March 17, 1946 as a chief machinist mate.

He earned the Philippines Liberation, Asiatic-Pacific Area Cam-
paign, American Theater, Good Conduct and World War II medals.

He was commander of the Americah Legion Post No. 102 for three
terms from 1967 to 1970 and served since 1964 on the firing squad and color
guard.
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The 50th anniversary of the end of World War Il was celebrated last year. This paper
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war.

Frank Ontl enlisted Sept. 24, 1942 in the Navy at Detroit and had his boot training at
the Great Lakes base in Illinois.

He had special duty as a mess cook at Great Lakes and at Mainside after boot
camp. From Oct. 24 to Dec. 24, 1942 he attended a diesel school at the University of Illinois
at Champaign then to advance diesel school at Navy Pier Chicago until the middle of
March 1943.

On April 1, Ontlreported to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for six weeks of fire and
damage control school. He was ordered to Brooklyn, N.Y. for the commission of PC 1199, a
patrol craft,which promptly shoved off for Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for an 18 month tour of
duty guarding convoys in the Caribbean Sea.

Ontl earned his "chief" rating the month before the Caribbean tour ended. He
attended four months of submarine school at the sub base at New London, Conn. On
March 15, 1945, he was ordered to the submarine tender Gilmore at Subic Bay, Luzon in the
Philippines. He was aboard ship 30 days, crossing the Pacific to Manila.

He served on the Gilmore until Aug. 14 (VJ Day) when he was transferred to the ASR
7 (a submarine marine salvage ship which headed for Perth, Australia, to salvage a floating
dry dock. After repairing the dry dock, the ASR 7 towed it back to Olongapo at Subic Bay.

While aboard the RS 7 (accompanied by a submarine), Ontl toured around Luzon to
alert and inform the Filipinos and Japanese about the end of the war to assist them with
their medical needs.

In February, 1946, the ASR 7 accompained six submarines to Hawaii. The ship went
throught the Panama Canal, to Key West, Fla. where Ontl disembarked. After a long, slow
train ride to Great Lakes, Ontl was discharged March 17, 1946 as a chief machinist mate.

He earned the Philippines Liberation, Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign, American
Theater, Good Conduct and World War Il medals.

He was commander of the Americah Legion Post No. 102 for three terms from 1967
to 1970 and served since 1964 on the firing squad and color guard.



Men honored for service to school

By Kent Johnson
The Walworth Elementary School
Boardbidafond farewell totwo people
whohave served the school district for
a combined total of 60 years at the
Monday, March 17, regular meeting.
Longtime bus driver Joe Hladish
and board president Frank Ontl both

are stepping down from their respec-

tive positions; Hladish after 27 years
and Ontl after serving the board for 33
years.

Ontl presemed a plaque to Hladish

nuuuuué his SCI"v'l(lC, g".k)-"g with a

certificate from State Superintendent
of Public Instruction John Benson con-
gratulating Hladish on his retirement.

Hladish noted that he started driv-
ing bus for Walworth Grade School
with Christenson Bus Co. and in re-
cent years he drove for Lenon Bus.

Dedicated leader

Board member Pat Hubertz con-
gratulated and thanked Ontl for his
“dedicated leadership” over the years,
including his being a “true leader for
the country, state and community.”

Fellow board member Kelly Free-
man said that she was speaking for the
whole Walworth community in say-
ing that every student during the past

33 years should thank Ontl for his
service, which she called “above and
beyond the call of duty.”

“You’vealwaysbeenagentleman,”
Freeman told Ontl, noting that he
served with a “cool head and warm
heart, proving that one person can
make a difference.”

The board is “definitely going to
miss you,” Freeman noted. No matter
how difficult things sometimes seemed
through the years, Freeman said that
Ontl often said, “Take it easy — we’ll
get through it ”

Ontl received an engraved school
bell from the school board, and also a
clock from the school’s teachers, with
the inscription, “Your time has been
appreciated.

Ontl noted that he saw his service
onthe school board as *‘an opportunity
I've had to do things for the whole
community.” He thanked the taxpay-
ers for their support through the years.

Ontl said, “I wouldn’t have been in
this if it wasn’t for the children.” He
urged to the board to keep the children
first in mind when it makes decisions
in the future.

Teachers’ salaries were just $5,000
when he started on the board, Ontl

By Kent Johnson

noted, and he said that he and the
board always tried to pay the teachers
well even before they were organized.

The board announced that it would
honor Ontl with a special award that
will be presented to a graduating eighth
gradereach year, to becalled the Frank
J. Ontl Citizenship Award.

The award is appropriate because,
as Hubertz noted, “There is not a bet-
ter person to exemplify leadership and
citizenship” than Ontl.

Ontl has always been willing to
assist his fellow citizens, including
activities with the Legion and VFW
Meals on Wheels, Badger Boys State
County Government Day, 25 years
working with the 4-H.

Ontl was also named “Outstanding
Senior Citizen” in Walworth County a
few years ago, Hubertz noted.

The board unanimously approved
the Ontl Citizenship Award, to go
along with the school’s Warrior, Ath-
letic and Administrator’s awards pre-
sented to eighth-graders.

Ontl reassured the board he would
continue to be involved in school ac-
tiviies and projects after his retire-
ment from the school board, but in a

lesser capacity. THE TiwES
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The Walworth Elementary School Board bid a fond farewell to two people who have
served the school district for a combined total of 60 years at the Monday, March 17, regular
meeting.

Longtime bus driver Joe Hladish and board president Frank Ontl both are stepping
down from their respective positions; Hladish after 27 years and Ontl after serving the board
for 33 years.

Ontl presented a plaque to Hladish honoring his service, along with a certificate from
State Superintendent of Public Instruction John Benson congratulating Hladish on his

retirement.
Hladish noted that he started driving bus for Walworth Grade School with

Christenson Bus Co. and in recent years he drove for Lenon Bus.

Dedicated leader



Board member Pat Hubertz congratulated and thanked Ontl for his "dedicated
leadership" over the years, including his being a "true leader for
the country, state and community." Fellow board member Kelly Freeman said that she was
speaking for the whole Walworth community in saying that every student during the past 33
years should thank Ontl for his service, which she called "above and beyond the call of duty."

"You've always been a gentleman," Freeman told Ontl, noting that he served with a
"cool head and warm heart, proving that one person can make a difference."

The board is "definitely going to miss you," Freeman noted. No matter how difficult
things sometimes seemed through the years, Freeman said that Ontl often said, "Take it easy
-we'll get through it."

Ontl received an engraved school bell from the school board, and also a clock from
the school's teachers, with the inscription, "Your time has been appreciated.”

Ontl noted that he saw his service on the school board as "an opportunity I've had to
do things for the whole community." He thanked the taxpayers for their support through the
years.

Ontl said, "l wouldn't have been in this if it wasn't for the children." He urged to the
board to keep the children first in mind when it makes decisions in the future.

Teachers' salaries were just $5,000 when he started on the board, Ontl noted, and he
said that he and the board always tried to pay the teachers well even before they were
organized.

The board announced that it would honor Ontl with a special award that will be
presented to a graduating eighth grader each year, to be called the Frank J. Ontl Citizenship
Award.

The award is appropriate because, as Hubertz noted, "There is not a better person to
exemplify leadership and citizenship" than Ontl.

Ontl has always been willing to assist his fellow citizens, including activities with the
Legion and VFW Meals on Wheels, Badger Boys State County Government Day, 25 years
working with the 4-H.

Ontl was also named "Outstanding Senior Citizen" in Walworth County a few years
ago, Hubertz noted.

The board unanimously approved the Ontl Citizenship Award, to go along with the
school's Warrior, Athletic and Administrator's awards presented to eighth-graders.

Ontl reassured the board he would continue to be involved in school activities and
projects after his retirement from the school board, but in a lesser capacity.



