
 



HENRY W. NIEMAN 

Henry W. Nieman, drafted June 15, 1943, began his active duty in the Army Air Force 
eight days later. He received his basic training at Gulfport, Miss., his mechanical training at 
Ford Aircraft Facility in Detroit and his aerial engineer (crew chief) training at Sedalia, Mo., 
before going overseas. 

Nieman's overseas flight took him from Fort Wayne, Ind., to Goose Bay, Labrador, to 
Julianehaab, Greenland, Keflavic, Iceland, to Prestwick, Scotland, and finally by train to 
Taunton, South Wales, England. After many missions over Europe from Taunton, the 39th 
squadron of the 439th Troon Carrier Group, of which Nieman was a member, was based at 
Chateaudunn, France. Nieman flew the majority of his flights from France. 

Nieman fought in several battles: Rome-Arno, Southern France, Northern France 
(Battle of the Bulge), Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe. 

He received two air medals, one for combat in northern France and one for combat 
at Rhineland (Dusseldorf). He flew in a C-47 which pulled two gliders filled with combat 
troops, jeeps, guns, etc. 

Nieman Chateaudunn to the United States via the northern route he had flown while 
going overseas. He was discharged Aug. 4, 1945, from Camp Grant in Rockford, Ill., as a 
technical sergeant. 

He qualified with the pistol and rifle, and Nieman earned the European, African, 
Middle Eastern Theatre (one silver and one bronze battle stars, and Air Medal with Oak 
Leaf cluster and two overseas service bars), Good Conduct Medal and the World War II 
Victory Medal. 

Nieman was the commander of the Ingalls-Koeppen Post No. 102 of the local 
American Legion during 1949-50. He served more than 30 years on the firing squad. 


