
 



 

Robert E. Nichols 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Robert E. Nichols enlisted in the U.S. Army on Aug. 21, 1942 and entered the service 
at Milwaukee. 

He qualified as a marksman with the .30-cal. carbine, and he became a specialist in  
radar repair, radar transmitter operator, supply sergeant, and 
radar counter measures. 



Most of his time was spent in radar counter measures which use devices to jam 
enemy radar scopes which controlled anti-aircraft guns, thereby protecting U.S. planes. 

His discharge states that he left the United States on Jan. 23, 1944, arriving at Oran 
in the North African Theatre of Operations on Feb. 18. He left NATO on Sept. 22, 1944 and 
arrived in the United States on Oct. 17 

Nichols left San Francisco on Feb. 10, 1945 for the Central Pacific Theatre of 
Operations, arriving at Okinawa on Feb. 20. On Dec. 12, 1945, he left for the United States 
arriving on Dec. 27. 

He was wounded on June 30 on Okinawa. He earned the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theatre Service Medal with one battle star for Rome-Arno, the Good Conduct 
Medal, the American Theatre Service Medal with one battle star for Ryukyus (Okinawa), the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theatre Service Medal and the Purple Heart. 

Nichols was discharged at Camp McCoy, Wis. on Jan. 4, 1946. 
The following are from letters his family kept: 
4-26-43: I joined the 3611 SU (RC) at Scott Field, Ill. 
5-9: We arrived at Camp Crowder, Mo. and joined C Co., 29th Battalion for basic 

training. 
5-29: I met Ray "Monk" Reilly. 
6-10: Arrived at Camp Murphy,Fla., and joined I Co. 801 signal training regimen. Am 

working with airborne radar. Was promoted to corporal. 
7-7: I put in for a commission as a warrant officer and wrote Rev. Gronseth, George 

Loftus and "Doc" Coon for letters of recommendation. 
8-22: Harold Dodge and Douglas Sturdevant of Darien are in Camp. 
10-13: I saw Lorraine Ingalls who is a SPAR stationed in Palm Beach. 
10-20: We are doing top secret work (radar counter measure). 
12-4: I joined the 1st Signal Service Platoon (special) at Arlington Hall station, 

Arlington, Va. 
12-11: We were moved to Vint Hill Farms in preparation for overseas. 
12-25: Home for Christmas. 
1-3-44 to 2-18-44: En route to North African Theatre of Operations. 
2-24: Don Boviall in the same convoy and is with me in Oran, Algeria. 
3-25: We moved to French-speaking Corsica and am living in a 

schoolhouse on top of a mountain. I can hear beautiful church bells. 
4-18:There are several cases of malaria on the island. 
4-25: We listened to "Sally & George", a German propaganda team which plays all 

the latest American swing music. 
7-5: Nichols intercepted Bill Sipes's SOS when his bomber was shot down at sea. 
7-8: On a clear day we can see the Island of Elba, Italy, and the sand 



beaches of France (100 miles away). 
7-18:Been to Calvi, Bistin, Ajaccio, Corte, Belyodre and Ill Russe. 
9-18: Lawrence "Peanuts" Davis is four miles from me. 
9-22 to 10-17-44: En route to USA. 
11-17: I am stationed at Camp Wood, Red Bank, N.J. 
12-25: Nichols was home on leave and saw Harold Felter. 
1-24-45: We left for the West Coast today. 
2-24: We are at Wheeler Field next to Schoffield Barracks, Hawaii 
3-2: The Oct. 5, 12 and 19 issues of The Times arrived today. 
4-17: We are on our way to Eniwetok, Saipan and Okinawa. 
5-14: I saw a plane shot down. 
5-20: Our only food is 10 in 1 (precooked) rations. 
5-24: I have joined the 10th Army at Hedo on the NE Peninsula and am working as a 

supply sergeant. 
6-4: I am aboard ship unloading supplies. The chow is very good. 
6-13: The natives live in thatched-roof houses and have pigs, horses, cattle and 

vegetables-also mosquitoes. They are just now coming out the hills back to their homes. 
6-30: We took two trucks to Hentona for supplies and were ambushed on the way 

home. Two of the men were wounded several times. I was wounded in my right leg by flying 
rock. 

8-12: I have been promoted to staff sergeant. 
9-13: I have joined the 57th fighter group of the 8th Air Force at Kadena; Gen. Jimmy 

Doolittle is my commander. 
10-1: I met Myron Ottum and Glenn "Tuffy" Schultz at Kadena. 
10-12: A typhoon hit us. Everyone was washed out of their tent. The tents are gone 

and the mud is a foot deep. 
10-19: I lost $4 when the Cubs lost the World Series. 
12-1: All weapons turned in. Only two enlisted men left in my unit. 
12-8: I am on my way home- flew to Iwo Jima and to Guam where I will board a ship 

for San Francisco. 


