/AROUND THE AREA

THOSE
WHO SER VED HarRis ‘Doc’ BRAUN

The 50th anniversary of the end
of World War II was recently cele-
brated. This paper is continuing to
reprint articles about local people who
served during the war.

Donald Nichols was awarded a
degree in electrical engineering from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison
in 1933 and had completed one semes-
ter of business administrationat UCLA
in 1939,

He had operated his own auto-
mobile sales and service business in
‘Walworth for three years before enlist-
ing in the Reserve Corps of the U.S.
Army Oct. 6, 1942.

Nichols had basic training at
Northwestern University, studiedelec-
tronics and radar and then taught the
course. When the course ended, he and
all the class members were sent to Mi-
| ami Beach where they were to receive
| commissions in the Signal Corps.

’ The Signal Corps found it had
2 dede over-enlistedand gave all of the menan

Don Nichols application to transfer to the Marine
Crops or the Navy. On Nov. 10, 1943, Nichols was discharged from the Army.

He apphed fora Navy Commission and on Nov. 28, 1943 was made
a lieutenant junior grade in the Naval Reserve. Nichols received eight weeks
of indoctrination at Ft. Schuyler, N.Y. followed by five months of pre-radar '
electronics training at Bowdoin College in Brunswick, ME.

He was sent to Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Boston for
another five months of radar electronics training. Feb. 8, 1945, Nichols
wasordered to Miami Naval Air Station to awaitassignment as anaval aviation
observer. At BananaRiver, Fla., he spent 1 1/2 months training in the operation
of radar electronics gear in OBMs (patrol bomber medium) and five weeks of
gunnery school at NAS, Miami.

In May, 1945, he was sent to the radar pool at Cape May to act as
procurement officer on the base and await further assignment. He was pro-
moted to lieutenant April 1, 1945. June 30, Nichols was designated electronics
officer of patrol bombing squadron 32 and was responsible for all radar in the
squadron. In July he was sent to Willow Grove, Pa. to study radar bombing.

PBS 32 was ordered overseas so all personnel flew to San Francisco,
where they boarded a mini aircraft carrier. After stopping in Honolulu, they
reached their permanent base at Saipan, where Nichols remained two months.

| Dec. 22 he received orders transferring him to the Flight Personnel
Rehabilitation on Guam, where he was the officer in charge of maintenance.
He held this position until he received orders to return home Feb. 15, 1946.
After island hopping over much of the Pacific Ocean on a C47, he arrived at |
Honolulu where he boarded another aircraft carrier for the trip to San Diego, |
where he arrived March 29,
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of Wisconsin-Madison in 1933 and had completed one semester of business
administration at UCLA in 1939,

He had operated his own automobile sales and service business in Walworth for
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Donald Nichols

Donald Nichols was awarded a degree
in electrical engineering from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison in 1933
and had completed one semester of
business administration at UCLA in
1939. He had operated his own auto-
mobile sales and service business in
Walworth for three years before enlist-
ing in the Reserve Corps of the U.S.
Army Oct. 6, 1942,

Nichols had basic training at North-
western University, studied electronics
and radar and then taught the course.
When the course ended, he and all the
:lass members were sent to Miami
Beach where they were to receive com-
missions in the Signal Corps. The Signal
Corps found it had over-enlisted and
save all of the men an application to
ransfer to the Marine Corps or the
Navy. Nov. 10, 1943 Nichols was dis-
*harged from the Army.

He applied for a Navy Commission
and Nov. 28, 1943 was made a lieuten-
ant junior grade in the Naval Reserve.
Nichols received eight weeks of indoc-
rination at Ft. Schuyler, N.Y., followed
)y five months of pre-radar electronics
raining at Bowdoin College in Bruns-
vick, Me. He was sent to Massachus-
setts Institute of Technology in Boston
‘or another five months of radar elec-
ronics training.

Feb. 8, 1945 Nichols was ordered to
Miami Naval Air Station to await assign-
nent as a naval aviation observer. At
3anana River, Fla., he spent 1’4 months
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training in the operation of radar elec-
tronics gear in PBMs (patrol bomber
medium) and five weeks of gunnery

_school at NAS, Miami. In May, 1945 he

was sent to the radar pool at Cape May

- to act as procurement officer on the
baseand await fuither assigrunehi. He~

~ was
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promoted to lieutenant April 1,

June 30 Nichols was designated elec-
tronics officer of patrol bombing squad-
ron 32 and was responsible for all
radar in the squadron. In July he was
sent to Willow Grove, Pa. to study radar
bombing. 5

PBS 32 was ordered overseas, so all
personnel flew to San Francisco, where
they boarded a mini aircraft carrier.
After stopping at Honolulu, they
reached their permanent base at Sia-
pan, where Nichols remained for two
months. Dec. 22 he received orders
transferring him to the Flight Person-
nel Rehabilitation Camp on Guam,
where he was the officer in charge of
maintenance. He held this position until
he received orders to return home Feb.
15, 1946. After island hopping over
much of the Pacific Ocean on a C47, he
arrived at Honolulu, where he boarded
another aircraft carrier for the trip to
San Diego, where he arrived March 29.

Lt. Don Nichols was discharged at
the separation center at Great Lakes
Naval Training Center May 13, 1946. He
earned the American Area Campaign

- medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign
' medal and the World War II Victory

medal.



