
 

  



Lucille Martin 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Lucille Martin enlisted in the WAVES of the Navy Jan., 12, 1944 at Chicago, Ill. Boot 
camp was at Hunter College, U.S. Naval Training Station, Bronx, N.Y. and lasted six weeks. 

She attended U.S. Naval Training School (Yeoman-W) at Iowa Sate Teachers College, 
Cedar Falls, and qualified for the rating of yeoman third class June 26, 1944. The training 
was easy for her because she had worked at Continental Bank in Chicago. 

Her next station was at the Naval Communication Annex, Washington, D.C., where 
she spent 16 months operating teletype and other equipment. 

5,000 WAVES worked in shifts around the clock on the base. The office she worked 
in was in touch with strategic naval bases world-wide. Messages were encoded, sent 
through a scrambler, and then put on the teletype. Each girl would have a small part of 
it, none ever found out what the total message said. Lucille worked at coding and decoding 
for six months before being ordered to the teletype rooms. 

Security was strict in the coding room and was more strict in the message room. The 
women who worked there wore a special badge to enter the room. After working on the 
teletype she served as yeoman to the personnel officer in the administration office, and 
later became the personnel secretary to the director and assistant director of Research in 
Communications. 

All military papers pertaining to Lucille and the other girls who worked 
communication had a statement written across the top that read: "Don't ask her what she 
does because she cannot tell you." The message sending machines designated the end of a 
message with a"ding" sound. One Christmas Lucille used the "ding" to play"Jingle Bells". 
For the next several hours"Jingle Bells" came back from naval communication stations in 
allied countries all over the world as each station sent the song to another station. 

Yeoman second class Martin was discharged at the U.S. Personnel Separation Unit, 
U.S.Naval Base, Washington, D.C. May 1,1946. She earned he American Campaign medal, 
WW II Victory medal and Navy Unit Ribbon. 

Lucille taught in Walworth High School after attending the Universtity of Wisconsin. 
She met Donald Hendershott at the University of Colorado. They were married in 1953. 


