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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Everett Martin volunteered Dec. 2, 1942 and took his boot training at Camp Farragut 
Naval Base at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. He attended diesel school for 12 weeks at Columbia 
University, Columbia, Mo. Martin was ordered to the amphibious base at San Diego, Calif., 
where he spent 1 1/2 years as an instructor of landing crafts - LCVP and LCM. 

In April 1943 Martin reported aboard the newly commissioned attack transport, USS 
Niagara, at Terminal Island, San Pedro, Calif. He was in the engineering division. The 
Niagara transported the 66th Replacement Battalion of the Marines to Pearl Harbor and 
mail, troops and ammunition to Okinawa. 



The ship carried the 88th Naval Construction Battalion to Leyte, the 164th Regiment 
Combat Team of the American Division to Yokohama, Japan (Sept. 8-10, 1945) and the 
305th Infantry, 77th Divisior to Otaru, Japan (Oct. 5-6, 1945). The craft also was dispatched 
to Eniwetoc Atoll, Marshall Islands, the Carolina Islands and Guam. 

The USS Niagara was destroyed in 1956 in the H-bomb test at Eniwetoc. 
Martin returned Nov. 26, 1945, to Treasure Island, San Francisco, and after four days 

by train arrived at Great Lakes Naval Base in Illinois where he was discharged as a motor 
machinist mate 1st class. 

Martin received the Philippines' Defense Medal, Asiatic Pacific Theatre, American 
Theatre and the World War II Victory Medals. 
 
 


