
 



 

Ray Lyons 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Ray Lyons enlisted Nov. 12, 1942 in the Army Air Force at Lansing, Mich. He was 
a student at Michigan State College at the time and had completed two years before 
entering active duty. 

He had his basic training at Miami Beach, Fla., and attended Furman University 
Greenville, S.C., for part of his training. He then studied classification at Nashville, Tenn. After 
entering the aviation cadet program Aug. 1, 1943, he remained a cadet until he was commissioned 
a second lieutenant June 30, 1944. 

He had his preflight training at Selman Field, Monroe, La. and studied gunnery at 
Harlingen, Texas. 

Advanced navigation took four months, Feb. 27 to July 2, 1944. Celestial navigation, the last 
course, was completed July 1 at Ellington Field, Texas. Part of the navigation training was done at 
the Army Air Force Flying Training Command at Randolph Field, Texas. 



On June 20, 1943, Lyons was rated as an aircraft observer (aerial navigator). Ten days later, 
he was discharged from the enlisted ranks and commissioned a second lieutenant. On July 2 he 
began a 16-day leave, the only one he had for his entire military career. 

On July 18 Lyons was at Lincoln Army Air Field, Lincoln, Neb., where he joined the bomb 
squadron of Second Air Force Company. On July 24 he was ordered to Davis-Monthan Field, 
Tucson, Ariz. where he became a member of the heavy bombardment combat crew of the 223rd 
Army Air Force Unit. Lt. Lyons flew his first training flight with his crew on a B-24 Liberation bomber 
July 31. 

Lyons and crew flew to Topeka Army Air Base, Topeka, Kan. For final preparations prior to 
going overseas. On Oct. 21 they left Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia, boarded the Liberty Ship USS 
Isaac Coles and headed southeast arriving Nov. 9 at Oran, Algeria. They left Oran on Nov. 11 on the 
French luxury liner Champellion arriving at Naples, Italy on the 13th. At Grottaglia they joined the 
717 Squadron, 449th Bomb Group (47th Wing) 15th Air Force. While in combat from Nov. 20, 1944 
until April 30, 1945, Lyons flew more than 30 missions, more missions than any member of his 
original crew. He flew lead navigator many times. 

The targets were oil refineries, railroad marshalling yards, mountain rail lines, tank factories, 
railroad bridges, troop concentrations and road bridges. The targets were located at Vienna, 
Innsbruck, Moosebierbaum, Linz, Salzburg, Valentine, St. Polsten and Bruck, Austria; Brenner Pass, 
Brescia, Verona, Casarsa, Bologna and Legnago, Italy; Regensburg, Germany; and Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia, among others. 

Some of the names of B-24s he flew were "Umbriago,""Sagittarius," "The 
Uninvited,""Draggin' Waggin," "Forever Amber,""Double Trouble," "Dry Run,""Butchy Darlin,'" and 
"Rag-a-Das." 

On March 22, 1945, Ray missed death by a fraction of an inch when a large piece of flak 
grazed his throat. 

On Jan. 17, 1945, Ray received his first Air medal. On March 15, he received his second, in 
the form of an Oak Leaf Cluster. On June 29, he received his third, in the form of another Oak Leaf 
Cluster. Lyons was promoted to first lieutenant April 10, 1945. 

On May 3 he reported to the 7th Replacement Depot, A.P.O. 372 for transportation back to 
the United States. Lyons left Europe May 6, arriving nine days later in the United States. 

He was stationed at Santa Ana, Calif. where he trained on B-29s in preparation for Pacific 
duty, but VJ Day ended that and he returned to Ellington Field, Texas for discharge into the inactive 
reserves Oct. 9, 1945. 

Lyons earned four battle stars: North Apennines, Po Valley, Central Europe and Rhineland. 
Also, the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign 
Medal with four gold battle stars, the American Theatre Medal and World War II Victory Medal were 
awarded to him. 

He received an "Air Combat, Bulkans" letter. Knowledge is scant about what this tour of duty 
entailed, but it was important enough to be put on his discharge papers. 

Lyons was active in the Air Force Reserves until 1958. He was prompted to captain 
sometime before Sept. 1, 1956. 


