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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

John Long, Carl Krabbe, Jr. and Harry Voller were among 48 men from Walworth 
County who were drafted June 21, 1941, before Pearl Harbor, and traveled by train to Fort 
Francis B. Warren, at Cheyenne, Wyo. for 14 weeks of basic training. 

Long and Krabbe went to mechanics school at Fort Warren in October 1941. These 
two men, who were destined to stay together through World War II, were ordered to Camp 
Bowie, Texas, where they joined the Quartermaster Company of the newly activated 36th 
Division - the old Texas National Guard outfit. Both these men had a "truck driver R light" 
rating, which meant they drove any and all military vehicles up to 2 1/2 tons. 

They hauled personnel, ammunition, gasoline, rations and clothing. While overseas, 
they hauled German prisoners of war and American and German dead. They drove in 
convoys under blackout conditions and did minor repairs. 

From Camp Bowie, the 36th was moved to Camp Blanding, Fla., for three months, 
(February to May 1942) and then to Camp Edwards, Cape Cod, Mass. On the way north, 
they had three weeks of maneuvers in South and North Carolina. A good share of their year 
in Camp Edwards was spent in amphibious training. 



On April 2, 1943, the 36th Division left for North Africa, arriving April 13 in Oran, 
Algeria. They had six months of more amphibious training, and Sept 17 they started 19 
months of continuous combat. The Quartermaster Company set up all the stores and 
ration dumps on the beach and then hauled them to the men at 
the front. 

The 36th fought its way up the coast through Rome and toward Pisa. During the 
battle for Cassino, Krabbe and Long were so close to the Abbey under bombardment, they 
could see the bombs leave the bomb bays. The German intelligence personnel in the 
Abbey were wiped out. 

On Aug. 13, 1944, the 36th left Italy for the European Theatre of Operations. The 
soldiers landed Sept. 17 near Marseille, France. At first, the advance was swift and easy. 
But, by the second day, they found stiff resistance. It continued to be a tough fight until 
almost the end of the war. 

The 36th Division fought its way through Montelimar, Valence, Grenoble, Lyon, 
Bourg, Dole, Besoncon, the Siegfried Line and Paris in France; Karlsruhe, Frankfurt, 
Stutgart, Munich and Redoubt in Germany; and Augsburg in Austria, where they were the 
last two months of the war. The 36th fought the French Vichy Milice at Lyon. The Vichy were 
guerillas or French partisans. 

The 36th Division had the third-highest casualty list of any American division in WW 
II. The total of 27,343 included 3,974 killed, 19, 052 wounded and 4,319 missing. Five men 
received the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Both Krabbe and Long earned five battle stars: Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern 
France, Rhineland and Central Curope. Long said the worst pounding taken by the 36th 
Division was one night at Rapido River, near Cassino, Italy, when the Germans killed 1,400 
of the doughboys. 

Long and Krabbe left Europe from Le Havre Sept. 20, 1945 and arrived in Boston, 
Mass., Sept. 28. 

Long was separated Oct. 6, 1945, as a T5 at Camp McCoy, Wis. he earned the 
Bronze Service Arrowhead (a 36th Division National Guard citation), Distinguished Unit 
Badge, American Defense, European, African, Middle Eastern Theatre with five bronze stars 
and Good Conduct medals and four overseas bars. He also qualified as a rifle marksman. 

Krabbe was discharged Nov. 10, 1945, at McCoy as a technician 5th grade. He 
earned the Bronze Arrow (a 36th Division National Guard Award), Distinguished Unit Badge, 
Good Conduct, American Defense, American Theatre, European, North African, Middle 
Eastern Theatre, with five battle stars, WW II Victory medals and five overseas bars. 

Krabbe and Shirley Waxel were married April 29, 1950. 


