THOSE : | CompILED By
WHO SER VED Haggis ‘Doc’ BRAUN

In honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of World War 11, this paper is re-
printing articles aboutlocal people who
served during the war.

William C. Loftus was drafted
and entered active duty at Milwaukee
Sept. 4, 1945. He was sent to Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Md. for eight weeks
| of basic training. The firstday he was at
Y| Aberdeen, he met Eugene Hanna, who
was being discharged. Loftus qualified
as a marksman with the Gerand M1
rifle.

Following basic training, Loftus
reported for leadership training at
Aberdeen and was graduated as an act-
ing corporal.

Loftus remained at Aberdeen as
aninstructor. He taught marksmanship,
close order drill, firstaid, map reading,
compass reading, survival, and all the

William C. Loftus other skills in the serviceman’s basic

training. He took five groups of induc-

tees through their basic training which meant he had to go through it five times

himself. Thatincluded a week of maneuvers at Camp A P. Hill in Virginiaeach
time.

William Krueger, Jr. also was at Aberdeen while Loftus was there.

They saw each other often.
Loftus was discharged as a private first class on Nov. 26, 1946 at

Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. He earned the Good Conduct, Ameri-
can Area Campaign, and World War II victory medals.
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being discharged. Loftus qualified
as a marksman with the Gerand M1 rifle.

Following basic training, Loftus reported for leadership training at Aberdeen and was graduated as an acting
corporal.

Loftus remained at Aberdeen as an instructor. He taught marksmanship, close order drill, first aid, map reading,
compass reading, survival, and all the other skills in the serviceman's basic training. He took five groups of inductees
through their basic training which meant he had to go through it five times himself. That included a week of maneuvers at
Camp A.P. Hillin Virginia each time.

William Krueger, Jr. also was at Aberdeen while Loftus was there. They saw each other often.

Loftus was discharged as a private first class on Nov. 26, 1946 at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. He
earned the Good Conduct, American Area Campaign, and World War Il victory medals.



