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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War
II, this paper is reprinting articles about local
people who served during the war.

Paul Lambert was a farmer and had a farm
deferment for several years. But his deferment
was cancelled, and on April 2, 1945 he was
drafted into the US Army, was taken from his
home in Belvidere, Ill. to Ft. Sheridan for his
physical, and on April 23 he began active duty.

He had four months of basic training at Camp
Maxey, Texas, where he qualified as marksman
with the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). This
weapon was assigned to him to carry. The BAR
with its folding tripod and two belts of ammuni-
tion weighed over 35 pounds, and when you had
a50- pound pack, it was quite a chore —but you
expect farm boys to handle it — and Lambert
did.

The men were put in a replacement unit and
sent to Ft. Riley, Kan., and on to Camp Adair,

Ore. (between Eugene and Portland) where
Paul Lambert they billeted for two weeks before being sent to
Ft. Lawton, Wash. .

On Oct. 15, 1945, 4,000 men boarded a troop transport and 18 days later
arrived at Nagasaki, Japan. Nagasaki had been completely destroyed by-the-
atomic bomb that was dropped on it Aug. 9. Because of the radiation risk, the
men were not put ashore there, but, instead, spent three days aboard ship in
the harbor and then the transport took them to N agoya, where on Nov. 5 the
men were finally put ashore and taken to a replacement depot just outside the

city.




Lambert bivouacked there for one month before being moved to a large
bank building downtown where he stayed for another three months. The city
was almost completely destroyed.

On March 11, 1946 Lambert joined the 387th Motor Ambulance Co. of the
6th Division. The company had 25 or 30 ambulances, four jeeps and three 6
x 6s. He drove ambulances mostly and did minor repairs on all of the vehicles.
He handled no battle casualties. They had all returned to the states.

All his patients were sick soldiers, and he transported them to hospitals in
other cities (like Tokyo) where better care was available or to points of
embarkation back to the United States. Sometimes he used a jeep to drive
recuperated men to the beach, to a swimming pool, to the harbor forboatrides,
to the zoo, or just into town.

Nagoya had six inches of snow that winter, and Lamber had to drive on
some very narrow mountain roads that had many switchbacks.

As the patient load was reduced, there was no need for two ambulance
companies at Nagoya, so six weeks after joining the 387th, the 387th moved

to Kobe, and six weeks later the Motor Ambulance Co. was disbanded.

Lambert was transferred to another ambulance company at Osaka. Again
they were stationed in a bank building, one of the few buildings left standing.

When that company disbanded, he transferred to the 697th ambulance
company at Yokohama where he served the bulk of his overseas duty.

Lambert was the only driver who abstained from alcohol beverages, and he
also knew the commanding officer’s brother-in-law very well. Between the
two, Lambert received more privileges and more highly critical driving
assignments than other drivers.

While at Yokohama, he drove up Mt. Fuji.

Lambert left Yokohama on the USS Aiken Victory Oct. 8, 1946. Once
aboard ship, he asked for duties in the galley as he had done on the way to
Japan. He worked as a cook’s helper, ate very well and learned a considerable
amount about cooking.

The ship had a speed of 18 knots and on Oct. 19 arrived at Seattle and Ft.
Lawton, after which Lambert returned to Ft. Sheridan.

Cpl. Lambert was discharged Dec. 5, 1946. He had earned the Asiatic-
Pacific Theatre, the Army of Occupations (Japan), the Good Conduct and the
World War II Victory Medals and one overseas bar.

Paul Lambert

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War I, this paper is reprinting articles
about local people who served during the war.

Paul Lambert was a farmer and had a farm deferment for several years. But his
deferment was cancelled, and on April 2, 1945 he was drafted into the US Army, was taken
from his home in Belvidere, IlL. to Ft. Sheridan for his physical, and on April 23 he began
active duty.

He had four months of basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, where he qualified as
marksman with the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). This weapon was assigned to him to
carry. The BAR with its folding tripod and two belts of ammunition weighed over 35 pounds,
and when you had a 50- pound pack, it was quite a chore-but you expect farm boys to
handle it - and Lambert did.



The men were put in a replacement unit and sent to Ft. Riley, Kan., and on to Camp
Adair, Ore. (between Eugene and Portland) where they billeted for two weeks before being
sent to Ft. Lawton, Wash.

On Oct. 15, 1945, 4,000 men boarded a troop transport and 18 days later arrived at
Nagasaki, Japan. Nagasaki had been completely destroyed by the atomic bomb that was
dropped on it Aug. 9. Because of the radiation risk, the men were not put ashore there, but,
instead, spent three days aboard ship in the harbor and then the transport took them to
Nagoya, where on Nov. 5 the men were finally put ashore and taken to a replacement depot
just outside the city.

Lambert bivouacked there for one month before being moved to a large bank
building downtown where he stayed for another three months. The city was almost
completely destroyed.

On March 11, 1946 Lambert joined the 387th Motor Ambulance Co. of the 6th
Division. The company had 25 or 30 ambulances, four jeeps and three 6 x 6s. He drove
ambulances mostly and did minor repairs on all of the vehicles. He handled no battle
casualties. They had all returned to the states.

All his patients were sick soldiers, and he transported them to hospitals in other
cities (like Tokyo) where better care was available or to points of embarkation back to the
United States. Sometimes he used a jeep to drive recuperated men to the beach, to a
swimming pool, to the harbor for boat rides, to the zoo, or just into town.

Nagoya had six inches of snow that winter, and Lamber had to drive on some very
narrow mountain roads that had many switchbacks.

As the patient load was reduced, there was no need for two ambulance companies
at Nagoya, so six weeks after joining the 387th, the 387th moved to Kobe, and six weeks
later the Motor Ambulance Co. was disbanded.

Lambert was transferred to another ambulance company at Osaka. Again they were
stationed in a bank building, one of the few buildings left standing.

When that company disbanded, he transferred to the 697th ambulance company at
Yokohama where he served the bulk of his overseas duty.

Lambert was the only driver who abstained from alcohol beverages, and he also
knew the commanding officer's brother-in-law very well. Between the two, Lambert
received more privileges and more highly critical driving assignments than other drivers.

While at Yokohama, he drove up Mt. Fuiji.

Lambert left Yokohama on the USS Aiken Victory Oct. 8, 1946. Once aboard ship, he
asked for duties in the galley as he had done on the way to Japan. He worked as a cook's
helper, ate very well and learned a considerable amount about cooking.

The ship had a speed of 18 knots and on Oct. 19 arrived at Seattle and Ft. Lawton,
after which Lambert returned to Ft. Sheridan.



Cpl. Lambert was discharged Dec. 5, 1946. He had earned the Asiatic-Pacific
Theatre, the Army of Occupations (Japan), the Good Conduct and the World War Il Victory
Medals and one overseas bar.



