William Welcome LaMar was born in St.
Louis, Mo., Oct. 15, 1925. He and his family
moved to Fontana, Wis. when he was a year old
when his father, Rev. A.G. LaMar, became
pastor of the Fontana Community Church. He
grew to enjoy the people of Fontana and Lake
Geneva, spending every possible minute at the
lake during his short career.

Entering Northwestern Military and Naval
Academy on a scholarship as a member of the
bagpipe band, he was a star fullback on the
football team, high scorer on the basketball
team and was graduated as a lieutenant in the
cadet corps.

Through the influence of Col. A.B. Lewis,
superintendent of the academy, he received an
appointment to West Point. After passing the
entrance exams, he was enrolled July 1, 1943
and inducted into the Army. g N

‘While at West Point, he played left tackle on'
the national champion football teams of 1945
and 1946 with such stars as Glen Davis, Doc

Blanchard, Tex Coulter, etc. He was also on the swimming team, and his 220--
yard relay team set a new record for the West Point pool. e

He was the head of his class for three years in physical efficiency and one
year broke the West Point record in these events.

Graduating from the Point as an aviator in June 1946, he went to Phoenizx,
Ariz., for further training. While there, he applied for a transfer to the 12th
Squadron Air Force flying the P-80 jet planes. His application was accepted,
and he became quickly known as a “time hog,” for he was up in those fast
planes every spare minute.
~ On Jan. 27, 1947, he flew to Long Beach, Calif., to buzz his brother, Lt.
Burris D. LaMar on the light cruiser, Tucson. On his return trip to Phoenix,
having discovered that the Tucson was on maneuvers, his plane caught fire
near Carlsbad, Calif. He jettisoned the excess gas tanks, and seeing that his
plane was headed for the center of the city, decided to stay by his plane,
‘landing it in abarley field, thereby saving many lives. His plane exploded just
before it hit the ground with a blinding flash.
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William Welcome LaMar was born in St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 15, 1925. He and his family
moved to Fontana, Wis. when he was a year old when his father, Rev. A.G. LaMar, became
pastor of the Fontana Community Church. He grew to enjoy the people of Fontana and
Lake Geneva, spending every possible minute at the lake during his short career.

Entering Northwestern Military and Naval Academy on a scholarship as a member of
the bagpipe band, he was a star fullback on the football team, high scorer on the basketball
team and was graduated as a lieutenant in the cadet corps.



Through the influence of Col. A.B. Lewis, superintendent of the academy, he
received an appointment to West Point. After passing the entrance exams, he was enrolled
July 1, 1943 and inducted into the Army.

While at West Point, he played left tackle on the national champion football teams
of 1945 and 1946 with such stars as Glen Davis, Doc Blanchard, Tex Coulter, etc. He was
also on the swimming team, and his 220- yard relay team set a new record for the West
Point pool.

He was the head of his class for three years in physical efficiency and one year
broke the West Point record in these events.

Graduating from the Point as an aviator in June 1946, he went to Phoenix, Ariz., for
further training. While there, he applied for a transfer to the 12" Squadron Air Force flying
the P-80 jet planes. His application was accepted, and he became quickly known as a
"time hog," for he was up in those fast planes every spare minute.

OnJan. 27,1947, he flew to Long Beach, Calif., to buzz his brother, Lt. Burris D.
LaMar on the light cruiser, Tucson. On his return trip to Phoenix, having discovered that the
Tucson was on maneuvers, his plane caught fire near Carlsbad, Calif. He jettisoned the
excess gas tanks, and seeing that his plane was headed for the center of the city, decided
to stay by his plane, landing it in a barley field, thereby saving many lives. His plane
exploded just before it hit the ground with a blinding flash.



