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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 



The word Spar originates from the Latin words semper partus (always ready), the 
motto of the U.S. Coast Guard. The Women's Reserve of the Coast Guard used Spar as its 
name. 

So Shirley Waxel became a Spar when she enlisted in the Coast Guard as an 
apprentice seawoman June 17, 1944, at Chicago. She enlisted for the duration, plus six 
months. 

On June 30, 1944, Waxel left for six weeks of boot training at the Coast Guard 
Training Station, Palm Beach, Fla. She also completed 16 weeks of yeoman school at the 
same installation. 

In December 1944, she reported in at Constitution Wharf, First Naval District, 
Boston, Mass., where she served six months. She worked in various mailrooms, handling 
secret and confidential correspondence. 

The Coast Guard offered openings in Hawaii and Alaska, so Waxel registered for 
both. Her orders sent her to Alaska via Port Townsend, Wash. She remained for one month 
of training at Townsend. 

In June 1945, she was transferred to Ketchikan, Alaska, where she worked in 
mailrooms. Waxel was assigned to the Coast Guard office at Juneau, Alaska, from June to 
August 1945. 

After August 1945, she worked in the discharge center at Ketchikan. During all this 
time Waxel advanced from apprentice seaman to seaman second class to yeoman third 
class and to yeoman second class. 

She wrote, "On VJ Day, I was transferred to the Naval Headquarters in Ketchikan 
where I worked in the discharge office handling the transfer papers and arranging the boat 
or plane passage for men who had enough 'points' for discharge from the service. 

"Hundreds of men came through our office from various lighthouse stations and 
duty in other areas along the shores and coast in Alaska. In March 1946, I acquired enough 
points myself to leave Ketchikan and took the boat from there to Seattle where I wrote my 
own discharge on March 23, 1946." 

Waxel was discharged as a yeoman second class at the Personnel Separation 
Center No. 13, Seattle, Wash. She was awarded the American Area Campaign Medal and 
the World War II Victory Medal. 

On April 29, 1950, she married Carl Krabbe, Jr. 


