
 

  



Clarence E. Krabbe 
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Clarence Krabbe was inducted into the Army Air Corps and entered active service 
May 19, 1944. He was immunized and received his uniform at Fort Sheridan, Ill., before 
proceeding to Shepard Field, Texas, for basic training. 

At Shepard, he qualified as a marksman with the.30 caliber carbine. This was 
followed by six weeks of flexible gunnery school at Las Vegas, Nev. He graduated as an 
airplane armorer-gunner which earned him his corporal rating. Krabbe was ordered to El 
Paso, Texas, as a ball turret gunner and joined a B-17 crew. 

The crew then went to New York City where it boarded an English transport and left 
for the European Theatre of Operations March 15, 
1945. The ship landed at Bordeaux, France, before leaving the troops at a port near London 
March 29, 1945. 

While stationed at Ipswich, Krabbe made five bombing missions into the war zone. 
The planes bombed the railroad yards at Dresden, Germany, and factories at Bordeaux, 
France, and Kolin, Czechoslovakia. He was promoted to sergeant while flying with the 
493rd Bomb Group in England. 

After VE Day, May 8, 1945, Krabbe and the rest of the B-17 crew flew many trips over 
Holland to drop food to starving people. 

On June 25, 1945, he left England via a B-17 for the United States. The route home 
took the men to the Azores, Labrador, and New York where they landed July 5, 1945. 

After Krabbe came home, he was ordered to the Second Air Force at the U.S. Air 
Force Base, Colorado Springs, where he spent one year as the postmaster. 

Krabbe was discharged June 7, 1946, at the convenience of the government of Fort 
Sheridan, Ill. 

He was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with one 
bronze battle star (for Central Europe), the Good Conduct Medal, the American Theatre 
Medal and World War II Victory Medal. 

Krabbe was a civilian for two years after WW II. He married Hazel Wenger May 15, 
1946. In June 1948 he re-enlisted for three years into the U.S. Air Force and was stationed at 
Smokey Hill Air Field, Salina, Kan. He stayed at Smokey Hill six months before going to 
Guam. 

He was supposed to stay on Guam for one year, but contracted a fungus the GIs of 
the South Pacific called jungle rot. It was uncontrollable. 

Krabbe was ordered to Percy Jones Hospital, Battle Creek, Mich., and received a 
medical disability discharge Oct. 15, 1949. 


