AROUND THE AREA

TH OSE CompiLED By
WH (0, SER VED Haggis ‘Doc’ BRAUN

In honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of World War 11, this paper is re-
printing articles about local people who
served during the war.

LaVeme Koemer enlisted on
May 16, 1946 at Elkhorn, reported at
Milwaukee for a physical examination,
then to Fort Sheridan for his uniform
and innoculation shots, and finally to
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas for 10 weeks of basic training.

He earned sharpshooter with the .
M2 carbine. Koerner attended teletype
.| operation school at the Army Air Force
Training School, Scott Field, Ill. from
September 2 until November 9, 1946.

Five weeks were spent at Lan- .
TR = gley Field, Va. waiting for permanent
Laveme F-Koemer orders. January 9, 1947 he boarded a |
train for McCord Field, Wash. and January 23 he flew to Fort Richardson,
Anchorage, Alaska and a week later to Adak in the Aleutian Islands.

He spent one year working as a teletype operator while attached to the
120th Army Air Communication Squadron. He was a message center clerk and
operated teletype and other telegraphic typewriters for transmission and
reception of messages. He also operated equipment using perforated tape for .
transmitting or receiving messages. Koerner was responsible for inspecting,
cleaning and doing minor repairs to the equipment. He was promoted to
corporal July 1, 1947 and sergeant January 1, 1948.

Koerner left Adak January 23, 1948 and flew to Kodiak, where they
refueled. The plane was damaged and almost crashed on takeoff from Kodiak.
The plane arrived at Seattle January 25 and he remained at McCord Field for
three days before he was able to procure transportation to Chicago by train.

Koerner’s next assignment was at the Pentagon for duty with the
109th Army Air Communication Squadron. He served there from March 1,
1948 until he was discharged. While at the Pentagon, he was promoted to staff
sergeant and became the non-commissioned officer in charge of all enlisted
personnel in the communication center.

Staff Sgt. Koerner was discharged from the Army Air Force at Billing
Air Force Base, Washington, D.C. April 14, 1949. ‘

In 1961 he acted as a chaperone for the Walworth High School senior
class which went on a trip to Washington, D.C. He wrote the Pentagon asking
for permission to guide the class through the military installation. Permission
was granted and that class became the only class from Walworth to ever see
the Pentagon.
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