
 

  



Maynard L. Kinney 
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

World War II was over when Maynard Kinney was drafted Sept. 4, 1945. He and 
William Loftus reported to Elkhorn and rode to Milwaukee together. The men were asked 
their preferences between the Army, Navy and Marine Corps. 

Kinney wanted to get into the construction battalion (CBs) of the Navy, and that is 
what they gave him. He arrived at Great Lakes Naval Training Station Sept. 4 and had seven 
weeks of boot training, or he was supposed to have seven weeks of training. 

Shortly after he arrived, an officer came and asked if there was anyone who could 
type. Kinney volunteered and spent most of the boot training time 
at the battalion headquarters. 

His buddies, of course, were on the parade ground doing the usual drills, marching, 
the manual of arms and the body building exercises. Kinney was sent to Port Huenemi, 
Calif. for 11 weeks of CB training. Of course, they expected him to know the manual of arms 
and how to march, but he had never been taught how. Did he take a beating for a while! 

When the CB training was over, there was no place where he was needed, so he 
reverted to seaman status, placed in a replacement depot, and 6-3-46 left San Pedro, Calif. 
for Pearl Harbor on the USS Burleson, APA 67. 

In 1948 the Burleson was filled with animals and taken to Eniwetok, where it 
became part of an atomic bomb test. 

Because of his ability, Kinney was made a radio teletype operator for CINCPAC 
(Commander in Chief, Pacific) where he served for seven months. 

Kinney left Pearl Harbor on an Italian luxury liner made into a troop transport and 
Aug. 5 arrived at San Francisco. After a three day train ride, he arrived at Great Lakes, where 
he was discharged Aug. 10, 1946. In the 11 months six days he was in the Navy, he had 
advanced to seaman First Class. 

Maynard Kinney earned the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign medal and World War II 
Victory medal. 



 


