THOSE CoMmPILED By
WHO SER VED HARRIS ’I_Joc"BRAUN

In honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of World War 11, this paper is re-
printingarticles aboutlocal people who
served during the war.

‘When Tommy Hill , March 22,
1944 was inducted into the U.S. Navy,
atthe U.S.Naval Training Center, Great
Lakes, I, he received his uniform,
innoculations, and six weeks of boot:
training. -

He was a seaman second class
i | when he was sent by train to Norfolk,
Va. and aboard the troop transport
Imperial. The Imperial was owned by
the U.S. Army but manned by the mer-
chant marine. They sailed around Flor-
ida, through the Panama Canal to Milne
Bay, New Guinea.
: The trip took 30 days including
—— B sl a stop-over at Noumea, New Caledo-

Tommy L. Hill nia, when the Imperial blew apiston. At

Milne Bay, Hill joined Boat Pool No. 1 where he received training for
operating small landing craft. The landing craft Hill served on was the LCM
(Landing Craft Mechanized).

The LCMs were useful in the Pacific theatre because docks were non-
existent in the islands. The LCMs were put aboard Liberty ships along with
their crews and taken to Morotai Island, about 400 miles south of Mindanao,
Philippine Islands and about half way between New Guinea and Borneo. Hill
earned seaman first class here.

Morotai was three miles wide and 10 miles long and was the major
base from which softening-up air attacks on the Philippines were launched.
Most supplies, equipment and weapons went through Morotai until after the
invasion force for Lingayen Gulf P.I., left in January, 1945.

When the shipping activity was heavy in Morotai, the Japanese air
force bombed and strafed the allied air fields, installations, and ships regularly.
Mostly they wanted to destroy the air strips and planes - B24s, B 25s, P38s and
PS1s. “Every gun in the harbor fired on the enemy. The night firing was
beautiful —much more spectacular than the fireworks on Fontana Beach on the
4th of July,” Fill stated. “Many of the planes were shot down. The bombs
bursting was also spectacular, but far from enjoyable. The 13th Air Force did
agood job of protecting us. Many of the enemy were shot down before they got
to us. Wehadourlosses.too though.”

As Manus in the Admlmlty Islands had become obsolete, so did
Morotai. They needed men in the Naval Air Transportation Service —NATS
2 and Hill was loaned to NATS for the duration of his overseas service.

This transfer took place after V.J. Day, Aug. 14, 1945, C47s had
regular routes through Morotai from the Philippines, Manus and AustZralia.
It was on one of these flights that Hill left Navy Base 936 at Morotai and flew
to Manus where two days later he boarded an AP transport for San Francisco.
He had Thanksgiving dinner in Manus. It took two weeks to go from Manus to
San Francisco, which was followed by a train ride to Chicago.

He was home for Christmas on a 30 day leave after which he reported
at Great Lakes for discharge. One of the yeomen who was working on
termination papers was Henry Kemmett of Fontana.

Seaman first class Tommy L. Hill was given an honorable discharge
Jan. 20, 1946 at the U.S. Naval Personnel Separation Center, Great Lakes, I11.
He had been in the Navy for 1 year, 9 months and 20 days and spent 1 year, 6
months overseas.

He received the Asiatic Pacific campaign medal with one battle star,
d:ePhﬂxppmebeemuonmedalwnhmebanlesmr.meAmencan Areameda!'

and the WW II Victory medal.




Tommy L. Hill

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War |1, this paper is reprinting articles about local people
who served during the war.

When Tommy Hill, March 22, 1944 was inducted into the U.S. Navy, at the U.S.Naval Training Center,
Great Lakes, Ill., he received his uniform, innoculations, and six weeks of boot training.

He was a seaman second class when he was sent by train to Norfolk, Va. And aboard the troop
transport Imperial. The Imperial was owned by the U.S. Army but manned by the merchant marine. They
sailed around Florida, through the Panama Canal to Milne Bay, New Guinea.

The trip took 30 days including a stop-over at Noumea, New Caledonia, when the Imperial blew a
piston. At Milne Bay, Hill joined Boat Pool No. 1 where he received training for operating small landing craft.
The landing craft Hill served on was the LCM (Landing Craft Mechanized).

The LCMs were useful in the Pacific theatre because docks were non-existent in the islands. The
LCMs were put aboard Liberty ships along with their crews and taken to Morotai Island, about 400 miles south
of Mindanao, Philippine Islands and about half way between New Guinea and Borneo. Hill earned seaman
first class here.

Morotai was three miles wide and 10 miles long and was the major base from which softening-up air
attacks on the Philippines were launched. Most supplies, equipment and weapons went through Morotai until
after the invasion force for Lingayen Gulf P.1., left in January, 1945.

When the shipping activity was heavy in Morotai, the Japanese air force bombed and strafed the
allied air fields, installations, and ships regularly. Mostly they wanted to destroy the air strips and planes -
B24s, B 25s, P38s and P51s. "Every gun in the harbor fired on the enemy. The night firing was beautiful-much
more spectacular than the fireworks on Fontana Beach on the 4th of July," Hill stated. "Many of the planes
were shot down. The bombs bursting was also spectacular, but far from enjoyable. The 13th Air Force did a
good job of protecting us. Many of the enemy were shot down before they got to us. We had our losses, too,
though."

As Manus in the Admiralty Islands had become obsolete, so did Morotai. They needed men in the
Naval Air Transportation Service-NATS and Hill was loaned to NATS for the duration of his overseas service.

This transfer took place after V). Day, Aug. 14, 1945. C47s had regular routes through Morotai from
the Philippines, Manus and AustZralia. It was on one of these flights that Hill left Navy Base 936 at Morotai
and flew to Manus where two days later he boarded an AP transport for San Francisco. He had Thanksgiving
dinner in Manus. It took two weeks to go from Manus to San Francisco, which was followed by a train ride to
Chicago.

He was home for Christmas on a 30 day leave after which he reported at Great Lakes for discharge.
One of the yeomen who was working on termination papers was Henry Kemmett of Fontana.

Seaman first class Tommy L. Hill was given an honorable discharge Jan. 20, 1946 at the U.S. Naval
Personnel Separation Center, Great Lakes, Ill. He had been in the Navy for 1 year, 9 months and 20 days and
spent 1 year, 6 months overseas.

He received the Asiatic Pacific campaign medal with one battle star, the Philippine Liberation medal
with one battle star, the American Area medal and the WW Il Victory medal.



