
 

 
Gordon (Kayo) Gorlin 
 
In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles about local 
people who served during the war. 

Gordon J.M. (Kayo) Gorlin reported for induction Oct. 12, 1942, at Milwaukee, and 
for further assignment he was sent to Fort Sheridan, Ill. He was at Camp Croft, 
Spartanburg, S. C. by Oct. 18 for basic training. 

In February 1943, Gorlin and Donald Pope entered officer's candidate school at 
Camp Davis, Wilmington, N.C. He completed his training in the anti-aircraft artillery 



school, rceived his second lieutenant bars and after a short stint as an instructor in the 
artillery school, he attended eight weeks at a communications school. 

In November, 1943, Gorlin joined the 839th Automatic Weapons Battalion at Fort 
Bliss, Texas. His subsequent transfer from Bliss started a long line of changing 
assignments: Mojave Desert with the 4th Air Force, air defense for two airfields at Paso 
Robles, Calif., 82nd Airborne at Camp Howse, Gainesville, Texas, to test fire for overseas 
duty and staging for overseas duty at Camp Polk, Leesville, La. 

Gorlin left the Polk outfit to join the 604th Artillery Group at Camp Livingston, 
Alexandria, La. Next, he returned to Bliss, then to Fort Benning, Ga., to join an infantry 
battalion, on to Camp Roberts, Calif., and finally to Fort Ord, Calif., where he remained 
eight months doing a multitude of jobs. 

In all, he was assigned to 44 camps and 17 airfields-all in the United States. He 
estimated he traveled 60,000 miles in one year. 

Gorlin was promoted in June, 1945 to Ist lieutenant, and he was discharged April 20, 
1946, at Camp Beale, Marysville, Calif. He earned the American Theatre and World War II 
Victory medals. 


