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In honor of the 50th anniver-
\| sary of World War 11, this paper is re-
printing articles about local people who
served during the war.

Lee Garrison was drafted into
the U.S. Army and entered active duty
from Camp Grant, Rockford, Ill., to
«camp Wolters, Texas, arriving Dec. 26.
He received six weeks basic training
and seven weeks of intelligence train-
ing, which earned him a promotion to
private first class.

Garrison left Camp Wolters
about March 20, 1943 for Camp Stove-
man, 60 miles north of San Francisco.

May 8 he was on a troop trans-
port bound for Espirity Santo, New

Lee O. Garrison Hebrides Islands, 1,000 miles east of

the northeast corner of Australia. The

New Hebrides are ruled jointly by French and British governments, and they
are on a direct route between the U.S. and Australia, so were of importance.

Garrison arrived there May 28, 1943 after being on the Pacific for 20 days.
He joined headquarters company, 1st Battalion, 129 Infantry regiment of the
37th division under General Beitler. They were there to prevent the Japanese
from capturing the islands and remained there for three months.

After the battle of Coral Sea, they moved to Guadalcanal, one of the
Solomon Islands, where they stayed two weeks before invading Bougainville,
another of the Solomon Islands. The 129th hit Empress Augusta Bay at Cape
Torokina Nov. 13, and Garrison was in combat immediately against the 6th
Japanese Division under Gen. Kanda. Another complete Japanese division
also was on the island. In all, there were about 70,000 enemy on Bougainville.
Garrison was ahead of the front line doing reconnaissance and intelligence.

The Laurma River formed part of the outer perimeter and within its
configuration the 129 gained control. This area was taken thelst two days and
was never lost. The CB’s (Construction Battalion) built several air strips here.

After the battle quieted down, the division needed a demolition expert, and
because Garrison had done considerable blasting in Kansas coal pits before the
war, he was the man for the job. So he transferred to the ammunition and
pioneer platoon, and he spenta month blowing up American and Japanese duds

(155 mm shells, etc:) pill boxes, and Baynon trees. He cleared the entire
battalion area. . ;

The Japanese did make one push over the mountains from the northeast.
Between March 8 and 11, 1944, an estimated 9,000 enemy were killed. This
broke the back of the Japanese countercharge. Japanese captured Hill 700. It
took the 129th, 145th and 148th regiments to dislodge them.




The biggest battle was on the flats in March. Garrison was in a pill
box for three days as part of arifle team. March 27 the remains of the 45th
Japanese infantry staggered back across the mountains. The ratio of Japanese
casualties to American was 40 to one.

Garrison received the Bronze Star for his heroism. He was wounded
across the back and on his left side; he went to an aid station where they dressed
his wounds and he returned to the line.

This was not put in his records, so he did not receive a Purple Heart. He
blew up seven Japanese pill boxes and connecting tunnels in one day.
Bougainville was secured in April, but the 37th Divisionremained on the island
until December. Christmas Day, 1944, the division was aboard the Australian
“Westralia” on their way to Luzon. They had been on Bougainville 13 months.

The 37th Division landed at Dogupan, on Lingayen Gulf, Jan. 9, 1945.
There was little resistance and they progressed rapidly south through LaPaz,
Bamban, and Angeles City. At Angeles City, on the edge of Clark Field, the
resistance stiffened considerably. The hills west of Clark Field were filled with
enemy fortification and heavy artillery, pill boxes and caves were everywhere.
The fierce fighting began Jan. 25 and Clark Field was secure one week later.

Manila, with its Walled City, was next and was the real goal of the drive
onthe 37th Division. This battle started Feb. 4, 1945, and it took amonth before
hostilities ceased. The 37th Division took on the heaviest fighting north of the .
Pasig River. The 129th Infantry regiment crossed the Pasig River Feb. 5 The
1st Cavalry fought east of the 37th and also met with stiff resistance.

While fighting in the Walled City, Garrison was sent to blow up the
“German Club.” A tank preceded him down the road. He was carrying a
demolition charge with fuse attached. Instead of going straight down the road,
the tank made at turn over a railroad track. It hit an anti-tank mine which blew
a track off the tank. Garrison, who was forced to follow the tank because it was
his only protection, was only six feet behind the tank when the mine exploded.

“My demolition charge did not go off. It should have,” he said. He was
blown 10 feet, spent two days in the hospital, and was back on the line. Noone
in the tank was injured. Garrison received a Purple Heart for his injuries.

The 37th Division was in a rest area for one week when it was ordered to
help the exhausted 32nd Division take Baguio City, the summer capital of the
Philippine Islands. It took one week to capture Baguio. From there the 37th
went north 300 miles down the Cagayan River Valley to Aparri, arriving there
June 22. The fighting was light except for Belete Pass.

From Aparri, Garrison returned south to Cabanatuan where he guarded
Japanese prisoners of war. He was there V.J. Day (Victory over Japan) Aug. '
14,1945 and the 37th Division remained until it returned to the U.S. Garrision
left Luzon November 24, 1945 and arrived in San Francisco December 12,
1945. He had been overseas for two years, seven months and four days.

Garrison was discharged as a corporal December 20, 1945 at the separa-
tion center, Camp McCoy, Wis. He earned the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 37th
Infantry Bronze, Arrowhead, Combat Infantryman Badge, Good Conduct
medal, Asiatic Pacific Theatre Medal with one battle star, Philippine Libera-
tion medal with one battle star, and five overseas bars.
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Garrison was discharged as a corporal December 20, 1945 at the separation center,
Camp McCoy, Wis. He earned the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 37" Infantry Bronze,
Arrowhead, Combat Infantryman Badge, Good Conduct medal, Asiatic Pacific Theatre
Medal with one battle star, Philippine Liberation medal with one battle star, and five
overseas bars.



