
 



Haskel Garrett 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles about local 
people who served during the war. 

Haskel "Dubb" Garrett enlisted in service on October 8, 1942 and entered Camp Grant at 
Rockford, Ill. 

He was sent from there to Fort Lewis, Tacoma, Wash. and then to 
desert training on the Mojava Desert in California He was in the United States for six months before 
going to the Hawaiian Islands and New Guinea. He never had a furlough after he enlisted. 

He was a member of the 136th infantry and was in the Netherland East India, then went to 
Luzon in the Philippines, where he was wounded February 22, 1945. He received a Purple Heart the 
next day on his birthday and sent this medal home to his parents. 

After several weeks hospitalization, he returned to active service. On April 15 he performed 
the act that awarded him the Silver Star medal, emblem of bravery. 

He was killed instantly on Luzon April 22, 1945. 
Capt. Jack Marietta of Fort Sheridan read the following citation to the 

family Sept. 25, 1945 in their home. 
"For gallantry in action against the enemy in the mountains of northern Luzon, between 

1400 and 1600 hours, 15 April 1945, Sergeant Garrett, assistant squad leader of a rifle platoon was 
with his organization which was patrolling the Skyline Ridge when from a point 200 yards to his 
direct front, an enemy installation consisting of heavy mortar supported by machine gun and sniper 
fire, fired upon his patrol. The enemy fire became 
intense, and prevented a successful maneuver of the men under his command from the zone of 
enemy fire. 

Sergeant Garrett, disregarding his own personal safety, and while under heavy machine gun 
and rifle fire, crawled to within 50 yards of the entrenched enemy. From this position, he directed 
mortar fire on the enemy installations until they were destroyed. 

The heroic action of Sgt. Garrett saved our forces a great amount of 
time in completing operations and also saved our attacking forces many casualties. 

Sgt. Garrett's bravery, his calmness under enemy fire, and his zealous devotion to duty, were 
a great source of inspiration to the officers and men of this organization, and reflected the highest 
credit upon the Army of the United States." 

Full military honors were extended Sgt. Garrett at funeral services conducted by the Army 
Chaplain and interment was in the beautiful military cemetery No. 7 at Santa Barbara in the 
province of Pangasinan, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

Note: The body of Sgt. Haskel M. Garrett accompanied by a military escort arrived in 
Walworth on the 10:50 Chicago train on August 25, 1948, and was taken to Harvard by the Walworth 
Funeral Home ambulance to the home of his parents to lie at rest until the funeral. He was then 
buried in Walworth Cemetery with military services at the grave. 
 


