
 

Hugh C. Ferris, 1920-1945 
 

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Hugh Crockett Ferris was born March, 6, 1920, in Washington D.C., son of Richard 
Drum and Emily Crockett White. After the death of his father, Mrs. White married Howard 
Ferris and the family spent its summers at Buena Vista Club. 

Following his graduation for Harvard High School in 1938, Hugh became interested 
in aviation while at Milton College. In May, 1942, he was appointed an instructor of Army 
and Navy cadets at Okmulgee and Oklahoma City, Okla. 



On July 3, 1942, Ferris married Louise Heisser of Minocqua, Wis., and 
a daughter, Melodie Anne, was born in April of 1945. 

Before going into the Army air Transport Command, Ferris had instructed 26 months 
with 1,700 hours on army and navy courses. On Oct. 16, 1944, he was graduated a flight 
officer, from the Army Air Transport Command training school at Ellington Field, Texas. 

He was sent to Barrackpore, India the last of March, 1945. Ferris departed from 
Barrackpore on a mission to Kunming, China. The plane flew over the south end of Kunming 
Lake at 12:20 p.m. at an altitude of 13, 000 feet and at 12:21 p.m. a distress signal came 
from him and the aircraft disappeared. Information from the U.S. Forces, India-Burma 
theater, indicated that the plane crashed in the mountains at Tien Ba, China and was 
destroyed by fire. None of the crew members were ever found. 
 


