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| The 50th anniversary of the end of
| World War II was celebrated last
| year.This paperisreprinting articles
about local people who served.
Edwin Fay was drafted into the
Army onMarch 15, 1943, in Chicago.
Arthur Tindle entered the service six
months later. ;
Fay spent one week at Cam
‘| Grant in Rockford before going to
| Camp McCoy for six weeks of basic
training. He returned to Camp Grant
for six weeks of intense medical train-
ing which was followed by three
months as acting sergeant as part of
the cadre in training raw recruits. He
| was promised permanent stripes but
the Normandy invasion was coming
up fast and the Army needed engi-
] : neers more than medics, so Fay was
Edwin H. Fa transferred as a carpenter to the 1301
Engineer General ggrvicg (Heavy Duty) Regiment at Camp Ellis, I1L.

In the second week of basic engineering training, he became extremely ill
with spinal meningitis, a disease that at the time was almost always fatal.
s Luckily, the physician who examined
| him recognized the disease and put
him on the new sulfa drugs which
saved his life. Fay was hospitalized 2
months.

The hospital staff told him he
| wouldneverbeablephysicallytoserve
| overseas, so just before Christmas he
was transferred to serve in the dining
room of the officers’ mess. In Febru-
ary 1944 he was transferred tothe First
Platoon of C. D 1306 Engineer Gen-
eral Service Regiment for more train-
ing in heavy duty engineering. He
qualified marksman with the M-1rifle.

Tindle was drafted Aug. 23,
1943, and entered active duty Sept. 15
from Nokomis, Ill., and was sent to
Camp Grant for four weeks before
aa going to Camp McCoy and Fort

Arthur G: Tindle Sheridan. Finally he wastaken to Camp
Ellis for three months of basic engineering training. Tindle wasin the 1st Squad
and Fay wasin the 2nd Squad of the 1st Platoon. He qualified sharpshooter with
the M-1 rifle. 3
_ InMarch 1944, the Regiment was sent to Camp Shanks, N.Y. for embarka-
tion aboard the very old pre-WWI Esperance Bay bound for Avonmouth(rnear
Bristol) England. On Easter, April 9, they arrived via train at Blackburn (near
Liverpool). They were issued three K rations. The officers noticed the men
throwing their goodies to the children along the railroad, so when they arrived
at Blackburn the officers asked the men to return the K rations. Those who had
missing rations were restricted to camp for one week for every ration missing.
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The} werebilleted in an old cotton mill foreight days. On April 17 they were

moved to Crowcombe Station. They garnished nets (camouflage), built a
pipeline, and went on detached duty registering troop movement and staking
out bivouac areas for incoming troops.

On Aug. 5, 1944, the 650-man regiment landed on Utah Beach and in the
dark started marching to their camp site six miles inland. The officer in charge
became lost; and they marched for several hours before reaching their destina-
tion. Upon reaching France, they became part of Patton’s 3rd Army. Immedi-
ately they started building bridges, 70-ton steel and timber bridges and Bailey
(prefab) steel bridges. :

The Bailey bridges came in 10x5 foot sections that were bolted and pinned
together. Each section weighed 600 pounds and it took six men to carry a
section. For that reason, all of the men in each company had to be of the same
heightso they could lift together. A Co. was the tallest, B Co. wasnextin height,
and so on down to the shortest. All engineers carried M-1 rifles at all times.

During the 1 1/4 years they spend in Europe they spanned every major river
between Utah Beach and the Rhine River — 86 bridges in all. They wintered
near the Maginot Line, bivouacking in tents.

Fay joined Tindle as a member of the 1st Squad, 1st Platoon, D Co., in
September 1944, and they have been buddies ever since that date. One time
Tindle saw a picture of Fay’s sister, Ione, and asked if he could write to her. Fay
gave his permission and at the war’s end, Ione and Tindle were engaged
without ever having seen each other.

Tindle and Fay had one week of R&R at Arlou, Belgium, in April 1945.
During the Battle of the Bulge, they built new roads and repaired old roads in
Belgium and Luxembourg. They eamed four battle stars: Northemn France,
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe. They also received the Commenda-
tion Ribbon from Maj. Gen. Walker for the construction of a very critical bridge
across the Moselle River at Thionvile during the attack on Metz.

The longest Bailey bridge they constructed was 2,300 feet long across the
Rhine River near Mainz. This was the longest military bridge built. When time
allowed, a permanent bridge was constructed, and the Baileys were disas-
sembled section by section and used again somewhere else.

Tindle and Fay left Austria by 40x8 boxcars for Marseilles in Southem
France. They had one day of R&R at Nice while here.

On May 7 Germany surrendered, and onJune 23, 1945, the 1306 sailed from
Marseilles on the transport ship General John Pope for the Pacific Theater of
Operations. They went through the Panama.Canal on July 3, arriving at
Eniwitok 10 days later, and finally arrived at Manila, Philippine Islands, on
July 27 where they joined the 4th Army. The only big job they did while here
was to build a tower and warehouses for the Signal Corps.

The 1306 was scheduled to aid in the invasion of Japan, but Japan
surrendered Aug. 15 (Manila time). So in early October the unit embarked in
a LST convoy on the typhoon-infested South China Sea and two weeks later
landed safely at Yokohama, Japan. Both men said they enjoyed six meals a day
on the trip: three down and three up. Everyone joined the “Rail Club” the first
day out. Their main work in Japan was building tent cities for the occupational
troops who followed them. They also did demolition work.

By Dec. 9, 1945, both men had enough points to go home and boarded the
luxury liner USS Uruguay for Seattle, Wash. arriving Dec. 20. They stayed
aboard ship for a week including Christmas. When they disembarked, they
boarded a train immediately, Fay for Chicago and Tindle for St. Louis.

Pfc. Fay was discharged at Camp Grant on Jan. 2, 1946. Cpl. Tindle was
discharged at Jefferson Barracks on Jan. 4, 1946. Both men received the same
medals: three overseas bars: European-African-Middle Theatre with four
battle stars; Asiatic-Pacific Theatre; Philippine Liberation; American Cam-
paign; WW II Victory and Good Conduct. '



Edwin H. Fay

Arthur G. Tindle

The 50th anniversary of the end of World War Il was celebrated last year. This paper
is reprinting articles about local people who served.

Edwin Fay was drafted into the Army on March 15, 1943, in Chicago. Arthur Tindle
entered the service six months later.

Fay spent one week at Camp Grant in Rockford before going to Camp McCoy for six
weeks of basic training. He returned to Camp Grant for six weeks of intense medical
training which was followed by three months as acting sergeant as part of the cadre in
training raw recruits. He was promised permanent stripes but the Normandy invasion was
coming up fast and the Army needed engineers more than medics, so Fay was transferred
as a carpenter to the 1301 Engineer General Service (Heavy Duty) Regiment at Camp Ellis,
.

In the second week of basic engineering training, he became extremely ill with
spinal meningitis, a disease that at the time was almost always fatal. Luckily, the physician
who examined him recognized the disease and put him on the new sulfa drugs which
saved his life. Fay was hospitalized 2 months.

The hospital staff told him he would never be able physically to serve overseas, so
just before Christmas he was transferred to serve in the dining room of the officers' mess.
In February 1944 he was transferred to the First Platoon of C. D 1306 Engineer General
Service Regiment for more training in heavy duty engineering. He qualified marksman with
the M-1 rifle.

Tindle was drafted Aug. 23, 1943, and entered active duty Sept. 15 from Nokomis,
IlL.,, and was sent to Camp Grant for four weeks before going to Camp McCoy and Fort
Sheridan. Finally he was taken to Camp Ellis for three months of basic engineering training.
Tindle was in the 1st Squad and Fay was in the 2nd Squad of the 1st Platoon. He qualified
sharpshooter with the M-1 rifle.

In March 1944, the Regiment was sent to Camp Shanks, N.Y. for embarkation aboard
the very old pre-WW!I Esperance Bay bound for Avonmouth (near Bristol) England. On
Easter, April 9, they arrived via train at Blackburn (near Liverpool). They were issued three K
rations. The officers noticed the men throwing their goodies to the children along the
railroad, so when they arrived at Blackburn the officers asked the men to return the K
rations. Those who had missing rations were restricted to camp for one week for every
ration missing.

They were billeted in an old cotton mill for eight days. On April 17 they were moved
to Crowcombe Station. They garnished nets (camouflage), built a pipeline, and went on



detached duty registering troop movement and staking out bivouac areas for incoming
troops.

On Aug. 5, 1944, the 650-man regiment landed on Utah Beach and in the dark
started marching to their camp site six miles inland. The officer in charge became lost, and
they marched for several hours before reaching their destination. Upon reaching France,
they became part of Patton's 3rd Army. Immediately they started building bridges, 70-ton
steel and timber bridges and Bailey (prefab) steel bridges.

The Bailey bridges came in 10x5 foot sections that were bolted and pinned together.
Each section weighed 600 pounds and it took six men to carry a section. For that reason, all
of the men in each company had to be of the same height so they could lift together. A Co.
was the tallest, B Co. was next in height, and so on down to the shortest. All engineers
carried M-1 rifles at all times.

During the 1 1/4 years they spend in Europe they spanned every major river between
Utah Beach and the Rhine River - 86 bridges in all. They wintered near the Maginot Line,
bivouacking in tents.

Fay joined Tindle as a member of the 1st Squad, 1st Platoon, D Co., in September
1944, and they have been buddies ever since that date. One time Tindle saw a picture of
Fay's sister, lone, and asked if he could write to her. Fay gave his permission and at the
war's end, lone and Tindle were engaged without ever having seen each other.

Tindle and Fay had one week of R&R at Arlou, Belgium, in April 1945. During the
Battle of the Bulge, they built new roads and repaired old roads in Belgium and
Luxembourg. They earned four battle stars: Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and
Central Europe. They also received the Commendation Ribbon from Maj. Gen. Walker for
the construction of a very critical bridge across the Moselle River at Thionvile during the
attack on Metz.

The longest Bailey bridge they constructed was 2,300 feet long across the Rhine
River near Mainz. This was the longest military bridge built. When time allowed, a
permanent bridge was constructed, and the Baileys were disassembled section by section
and used again somewhere else.

Tindle and Fay left Austria by 40x8 boxcars for Marseilles in Southern France. They
had one day of R&R at Nice while here.

On May 7 Germany surrendered, and on June 23, 1945, the 1306 sailed from
Marseilles on the transport ship General John Pope for the Pacific Theater of Operations.
They went through the Panama.Canal on July 3, arriving at Eniwitok 10 days later, and finally
arrived at Manila, Philippine Islands, on July 27 where they joined the 4th Army. The only big
job they did while here was to build a tower and warehouses for the Signal Corps.

The 1306 was scheduled to aid in the invasion of Japan, but Japan surrendered Aug.
15 (Manila time). So in early October the unit embarked in a LST convoy on the typhoon-



infested South China Sea and two weeks later landed safely at Yokohama, Japan. Both men
said they enjoyed six meals a day on the trip: three down and three up. Everyone joined the
"Rail Club" the first day out. Their main work in Japan was building tent cities for the
occupational troops who followed them. They also did demolition work.

By Dec. 9, 1945, both men had enough points to go home and boarded the luxury
liner USS Uruguay for Seattle, Wash. arriving Dec. 20. They stayed aboard ship for a week
including Christmas. When they disembarked, they boarded a train immediately, Fay for
Chicago and Tindle for St. Louis.

Pfc. Fay was discharged at Camp Grant on Jan. 2, 1946. Cpl. Tindle was discharged
at Jefferson Barracks on Jan. 4, 1946. Both men received the same medals: three overseas
bars: European-African-Middle Theatre with four battle stars; Asiatic-Pacific Theatre;
Philippine Liberation; American Campaign; WW Il Victory and Good Conduct.



