AROUND THE AREA

THOSE 2 COB;IPILED By \
WHO SER VED ~ Harnis ‘Doc’ Braun

The 50thanniversary of the end of
WorldWarIIwas celebrated last year.
This paper is continuing to reprint
articles about local people who served
during the war. :

Robert E. Erdmann was living in
Evansville, Wis., when he enlisted into
the U.S. Navy atRockford, Ill. onNov.
15, 1948. He spent 3 months in boot
camp and 3 months in machinist mate
schoolatGreat Lakes, Ill. and on gradu-
ation was promoted to Fireman First
Class.

The USS Wintuck, A/P.D. #125, -
an auxiliary passenger destroyer, a*
converted destroyer escort, wastied up
at San Diego when Erdmann received
his orders to serve aboard her.

The ship was one of 4 that made
up the squadron in the Seventh Fleet. She was armed with one 5" gun, four 40
MM dual purpose anti-aircraft guns, and four 50 cal. machine guns.

It also carried 4 L.C.V.P’s (landing craft vehicle personnel) that each
carried 28 men, Erdmann had worked in a machine shipin civilian life, so when
he came aboard, he was assigned to the machine shop on ship.

The four ships in the squadron were never all together at one time. “We
operated from San Diego to Hong Kong, China and Hawaii. Those that were
together were on maneuvers all over the Pacific — Guam, Philippines, Alaska
and Aleutian Islands on time.”

While near Alaska, they discovered a Russian submarine and sent several
recognition messages to it but received no answer, so they released their depth
charges. Debris came up to the surface, but no oil so it never was determined
if a kill was made.




The Korean War began June 25, 1950 and the USS Wantuck was
involved in many operations. She was used to transport underwater demolition
teams (frogmen), British Commandos, Marine Special Forces and agentsto the
Republic of Korea.

~7Albwere debarked-at-night to.do reconnaissance tasks, and raise havoc
with the communist forces. The ship also shelled trains and munition and fuel
dumps on shore.

The overseas home pots for the squadron were Sasebo, Japan and Pusan,

S. Korea. It was at Pusan that 100 men of the Marine First Cavalry Division
boarded the U.S.S. Wantuck and shortly thereafter the ship joined approxi-
mately 80 others of the 7th Fleet. Included were two aircraft carriers, destroyers
and troop ships and supply ships.

- At 0430 on Sept. 15, 1950, the invasion of Wolmi Do, an island off
Inchon, Korea, that held over 500 N. Korean enemy was begun. It took only 200
t0300 marines to take the island, of course for the previous several days enemy
shore installations were pounded by our planes and naval guns.

At 1700 hours, the same day the invasion of Inchon began. Between
50,000 and 100,000 marines and and personnel were put ashore.

Erdmann’s duties during invasion was as an engineer aboard one of the
LCVP’s. He kept it running. Beside transporting troops ashore, the LCVP’s
guided the amphibious assault boats — LV, T Landing Vehicle, Track (a small
landing craft that had caterpillar tracks that propelled it on both land and water)
to the proper beach. _

After the third assault wave the LCVP’s also evacuated American
wounded and enemy prisoners-of-war. The wounded were taken to the
Hospital Ship Consolation. The prisoners were taken to a troop transport. The
LCVP’s were under enemy: fire-on-every-assault-wave and“Erdmann;-who
carried a .45 cal. pistol and a .30 cal. carbine, on one occasion emptied three
clips of ammunition at the enemy and never did get a real good look at them.
The last American forces were put ashore at midnight.

After the beaches were cleared of the enemy, the LCVP’s put cables to the
barbed wire, ripped out the wire and dropped it in deep water. Then they guided
LST’s to the beaches so they could unload their cargoes of land vehicles. The
USS Wantuck earned the “E” award for their efficiency and each man received
a $20 prize — BIG DEAL! '

Each LVCP had a crew of 3 —a coxswain, a boatswain and the engineer.
Of the 12 men who operated the four landing craft of the Wantuck, two were
killed. Another crewman aboard the Wantuck died of unknown causes during
the invasion.

Erdmann had combat operations at Wonson, Congjin, Kung Nang, Chao
Ho, Kumenjini and many other nameless places in Korea.

- After the invasion, the ship went to Kobe, Japan where the crew went
ashore for rest and relaxation at Mt. Fuji. Then they became part of the U.S.
occupation forces of Japan and served in this capacity for six months between
October, 1950 and March, 1952. During this period of time they also went on
maneuvers off Midway, Okinawa and Alaska (Kiska and Kodiak). They even
carried air drones — small, pilotless planes remotely controlled from the ship.

They were painted bright yellow or red and used for target practice by all
the ships present. - :

While in Japan, Erdmann visited Tokyok, Otaru, Muroran, Yokahama,
Yokosuka, Sasebo and Katawa (where they practiced amphibious landing
operations). :

Machinist Mate Second Class Robert Erdmann was discharged at the
Receiving Station, San Francisco on Nov. 14, 1952. He earned the Good
Conduct Medal, the United Nations Medal, the Korean Service Medal with
three battle stars, the China Service medal and the Navy Occupation (Japan)
Medal.
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