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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

LeRoy Englebrecht entered the U.S. Army Dec. 18, 1944 at Milwaukee. He had his 
infantry basic training for 16 weeks at Camp Fannin in Tyler, Texas. He qualified 
sharpshooter with the M-1 rifle. 



On May 25, 1945, he departed from Camp Stoneman, Calif., for the Phillippines 
Theatre of Operations, arriving June 19 at Manila. "I was sent to the 32nd Red Arrow 
Division and assigned to the division signal company at Bambang, Luzon, Phillippines, as a 
motor pool mechanic. In September, 1945 we went to Fukuoka, Japan for occupation duty," 
Englebrecht recalled. "When the 32nd returned to the States, I remained in Japan and was 
transferred to the 24th Division at Okayama as a motor sergeant of the 24th Signal 
Company." 

"From May to August of 1945, I played in a Special Service Band. We toured 
southern Japan playing for USO shows at military installations. When the Scottish and 
Indian troops took over the operations of Okayama, we were sent to Kokura, Japan, and our 
base was a race track (similar to Santa Anita). This was my last base in Japan before 
coming home," he stated. 

He left Japan Sept. 17, 1945, from Yokohama and arrived at Seattle, Wash., five days 
later. 

Englebrecht was discharged a technical sergeant of the 32nd Signal Company at the 
Separation Center, Fort Sheridan, Ill. He earned the Asiatic- Pacific Theatre medal with one 
Bronze Battle Star, the Phillippine Liberation Campaign with one Bronze Battle Star, the 
Army of Occupation (Japan), the Good Conduct, American Theatre and World War II Victory 
medals. He also qualified as a sharpshooter with the M-1 rifle. 

He married Elinore Clift in Walworth Sept. 7, 1947. 


