
 

Elinore G. Englebrecht (nee Clift) 
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Elinore Clift enlisted in the WAVES of the U.S. Navy Sept. 27, 1944 at Milwaukee. 
WAVES means "Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency Service." Their duty was to fill 
jobs on shore installations in order to release men for duty at sea. 



She had her boot training, as did all WAVES, at U.S. Naval Training School, Hunter 
College, Bronx, N.Y. She arrived Oct. 4, 1944, at Hunter, 
and completed her training in November. 

"While at Hunter College, I was a member of Regiment 43's Singing Platoon. A 
highlight of our platoon was to perform on the 'Stage Door Canteen' on Navy Day, Oct. 27, 
1944, over CBS New York," she remembered. 

"Lieutenants Robert Taylor, Eddie Albert and Bert Lytell were the Officers of the Day. 
"The autographs of these officers (and actors) remain as a moment-of-the-day in the 

pages of my scrapbook," she added. "On Oct. 21, 1944, our two WAVE Regiments were 
reviewed by the commander-in-chief, President Franklin D. Roosevelt at the huge 
Kingsbridge Armory." 

She was then sent to the U.S. Naval Training School at Cedar Falls, Iowa, which was 
the campus of Iowa State Teachers' College. She completed 12 weeks of yeoman training 
Feb. 5, 1945, and served as a yeoman at the Navy Department, Bureau of Ordinance, 
Washington, D.C., from February 1945 to May 20, 1946. 

Clift was discharged as a yeoman second class May 20, 1946, at the U.S. Naval 
Personnel Separation Unit (WR), Washington, D.C. She earned the American Campaign and 
World War II Victory medals. 

She married LeRoy Englebrecht Sept. 7, 1947, in Walworth. 
As of May 14, 1981 when this article was originally published, two of their children 

were in the U.S. Air Force. Capt. Jeri Englebrecht Dietz, R.N. was a nurse at Wilford Hall 
Medical Center, Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Texas. A.B. James Englebrecht completed his 
basic training at Lackland March 17, 1981, and from there went to San Angelo, Texas for 
radio communication school. 


