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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 



Donald Englebrecht was drafted Feb. 15, 1951, at Elkhorn and took an oath of duty 
at Milwaukee. He entered active service and was processed at Fort Sheridan, Ill., before 
proceeding via a slow train to Camp Rucker, Ala. He earned private first class rating at the 
end of his eight weeks of basic training. 

The 47th (National Guard) Division from Minnesota was activated about six months 
before Englebrecht reported for active duty, and he joined Company C of the 136 Infantry 
Regiment of that outfit. He remained at Camp Rucker for two months, except for the two 
months he spent at the Unit Supply School at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C., and a short 
tour of duty at Camp Irwin, Calif. He graduated from this school as a supply clerk. He 
served C Company as a clerk and later as an artificer (small arms stores repairman.) He 
earned his corporal rating in December 1951. 

When Englebrecht went to school, the rest of the division went on maneuvers with 
the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Hood, Texas. The maneuver was a disaster according to 
the 3rd Army publication, and, of course, the 82nd Airborne was the goof-up. Company C 
was the best of all units while on maneuvers, so when it returned to Camp Rucker, it was 
sent immediately to Camp Erwin, Barstow, Calif., where the Army Forces' field test was 
based. The men conducted night tests on a revised infrared sniper scope. 

While Company C was at Camp Irwin, almost 100 percent of the men of the 47th 
Division was sent to either Korea or Germany, but most of them went to Korea. The division, 
however, remained at Camp Rucker, and Englebrecht (supply sergeant), the mess sergeant, 
the company clerk (first sergeant) and eight officers were all that was left of C Company at 
Camp Rucker. These men became instructors as new men joined the 47th. He had four 
sets of orders for Korea and two for Germany but never left Camp Rucker. 

Rucker became a fort (permanent base) in 1955. 
Englebrecht was released from active duty Feb. 14, 1953, two years to the day from 

his induction. He was a sergeant first class and remained in the U.S. Army Reserves until 
Oct. 31, 1955. he was awarded the Expert Rifleman Badge, Good Conduct Medal and 
National Defense Medal. 


